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From the Pastor

Tom Wright describes “faith like a window through
which you can see something. What matters is not
whether the window is six inches high; what matters
is the God that your faith is looking out on. If it’s the
creator God, the God active in Jesus Christ, then the
tiniest little peep-hole of a window will give you
access to power like you never dreamed of Of
course, this cannot be used for your own pleasure
as it would show that you’d forgotten, once again,
who this God really was.”
Once we accept that we are God’s servants, then we
put aside all questions and anxieties as to whether
we can do this or that. We simply live life serving
God. 24 hours a day. 7 days a week.
And because you are as much God’s servant as I
am, it takes away the notion of a “professional
Christian.” We are all God’s slaves. It blurs the lines
between our secular jobs and our spiritual obligation
because they become one and the same. At our
work place as managers, teachers, vice-presidents,
we are still God’s slaves. In our role as mothers,
fathers, family members, we are still God’s
slaves. Anywhere and everywhere, we are called to
do what is expected of us as God’s slaves and be
surprised if we hear, “well done, good and faithful
servant.” God will never be indebted to us, even if
we pull up a mustard tree by the roots and toss it into
the ocean. We will always be indebted to God,
because while we were yet sinners, enemies of the
Most High, our backs-turned-to-God, thoughts
against God, God so loved us that God sent Jesus
Christ to live for us--to die for us--to rise for us--to
claim us for a slavery in which, oddly enough, leaves
us feeling free. All genuine service to God is done
from gratitude.
And when we do what we ought to have done as
God’s servants, all those anxieties and questions
about the quantity of our faith begin to fall away. Is
our faith persistent enough to forgive time and time
and time? Is our faith strong enough to withstand
the sufferings of this life? The answer in faith

economics is: yes, you have been given enough
faith, faith as tiny as a mustard seed but with the
strength and persistence of a mighty oak. You and
I are God’s servants, simply doing what we ought to
do, trusting that no task God has given us is greater
than the faith God has given us.
Through the illustration of the mustard seed, the
slave and the master, Jesus encourages us not to
think of faith in quantitative terms, as if it were
something doled out in meager or generous
amounts. Faith has its source in God and can be
seen in the person and work of Jesus. At the Last
Supper, Jesus washes the disciples’ feet with the
words “if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
Very truly I tell you, servants are not greater than
their masters.” At the Last Supper, Jesus, breaking
the bread and blessing the wine, says, “this is my
body which is for you; this is the new covenant in my
blood.” It is not so much what we do or do not do,
but what the limitless power of God does through
us.
In his book, Mere Christianity. C. S. Lewis tells the
story of how a young boy asked his father for a
sixpence so that he could go and buy his father a
gift. The father gives him the sixpence, the boy buys
the gift and gives the gift to the father, who realizes
that he's sixpence none the richer for the
transaction. Lewis was making the comparison to
the gifts that God has given us, and how when we
serve God with those gifts, we should do so humbly,
knowing that we are only returning to God what God
gave to us in the first place.
Faith economics is the openness to God’s power; it
is the mustard seed that accomplishes incredible
things; it is the sixpence given to us by our heavenly
Father who is none the richer for us doing what we
ought to have done but pleased when we offer our
gifts of obedience and gratitude.
.
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October 2 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Lamentations 1:1-6 and Lamentations 3:19-26
or Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
October 9 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 29:1,4-7 and Psalm 66:1-12;
2 Timothy2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Sara Hughes, Moderator
August 23, 2022
The aluminum frame for the chapel window has
been delayed and should be here in two weeks.
Trinity is waiting on word concerning the church
gutter project.
Construction on the Early Childhood pavilion has not
started.
Crunk Engineering is working with the
Bradley Projects on this.
Organization of a Master Planning Collaboration
Task Force with Linden Waldorf continues. Several
members of the Trinity congregation have been
asked to serve. The pastor will be one of Trinity’s
representatives and is waiting to hear from the
others. Jared Bradley (Bradley Projects) and Sally
will meet to set up meeting dates for the group.
A more cost-efficient phone system, Host My Calls,
has been installed in the office. Sally, Aad, and
Jackie will attend a tutorial regarding the system.
Vanco is the name of the new online giving system
for Trinity and is ready to use.

October 16 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 31:27-34 and Psalm 119:97-104;
2 Timothy 3:14 – 4:5; Luke 18:1-1-8
October 23 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Joel 2:23-42 and Psalm 65;
2 Timothy 4;6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
October 30 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Reformation Sunday
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 and Psalm119:137-144
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10
__________________________________

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S
BIBLE STUDY
The October meeting of Presbyterian Women will be
Tuesday, October 4, at 10:00 a.m. in the parlor. We
will study Lesson 2 of our 2022-23 book, Celebrating
Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.
Lesson Two is “Sabbath and Creation”. If you don’t
have your study book yet, Judy will have them for you
at the meeting. They are $10.00.

PRAYER & REFLECTION TIME
On Fridays at 8:30 a.m., Sally will offer prayer time
and reflection via Facebook Live. If you have prayer
concerns that you would like included in the prayer
time,
please
text
or
email
Sally
(sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org)

COVID GUIDANCE/
MASKS NOW OPTIONAL
According to the latest CDC update, Davidson
County is considered "medium" in the spread
of COVID-19. Accordingly, masks will
be optional and will still be provided at each
entrance. Hand sanitizer will also be available
at the entrances. If you have not been
vaccinated or had a booster shot, please do!

NEW ONLINE GIVING
SYSTEM & QR CODE:
Trinity is excited to announce that you are now able to
make financial contributions virtually, through our new
online giving system, Vanco. On the last page of the
Sunday worship bulletin, you will see a QR Code, which
you can scan to access our virtual giving page. From
there, you can support Trinity from the convenience of
your smartphone. Also, the online giving system will
soon be linked on Trinity’s website. Stay tuned!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASS IS BACK
The Adult Sunday School Class has resumed
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. We will be
discussing Rachel and Leah.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES AT
TRINITY
If you are searching for an opportunity to
volunteer at Trinity, there are quite a few ways
that you can help.




The sanctuary needs to be "put back"
after worship to accommodate the
Linden Waldorf Strings classes
There are photos which have fallen off
the wall in East Hall and need to be re-

hung (and maybe replaced with newer
photos?)


The bulletin board in East Hall needs
attention.

Talk with Sally if you are interested in any of
these volunteer opportunities!

NEW DIRECTORY IS HERE
You can find printed copies at various spots around
Trinity’s campus, including the church office and in
East Hall. If you would like a large-print version, let
our office manager, Peyton Chandler, know via email (office@trinitypresnashville.org).

HOW TO HELP UKRAINE
GIVE: Gifts can be made by phone at (800) 8723283, or by check, which can be mailed to
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
PRAY: As this war continues to cause destruction
and loss of life, please pray with us that the
communities affected by this event and those
offering assistance will be strengthened, have their
needs met and be reminded of the hope found in
God.
Through
PC(USA)
Presbyterian
Disaster
Assistance (PDA), we can join together to help
our brothers and sisters in Ukraine who are
suffering from Russian aggression.

Sue Bailey - 22

OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS
Linda Rutherford - 1
Aad Zeeuw - 1
Abby Crawford – 11
Megan Rutherford 20

Lillian Rutherford– 21
Frank Martinez– 23
Carol Milam – 23
Katy Wilson – 28

DONATE YOUR OLD LICENSE PLATE!
If you are getting a new Tennessee license plate and would like to dispose of your old license
plate, we will have a box in the back of the sanctuary in which to collect them. Eric Hobson creates
bird houses using old license plates as the lids and would love to have your old plate!

IF YOU’RE COMING TO THE CHURCH DURING THE
WEEK . . .
Due to car lines for drop off for the Linden Waldorf School (includes COVID 19 temperature check)
and pick up, you may want to plan your trips to the church to avoid these times: 7:45 – 8:30 a.m.,
12:20 – 12: 50 p.m., 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
We're grateful to have our school friends using our property but even more grateful if we don't get
tied up in school traffic! Also, please call the church office (615-297-6513 and leave a message
so we can call you back) in advance to plan when you’re coming by. Staff are often not within
earshot of the doorbell or may be working remotely and we don’t want to miss you!

TRINITY TO SERVE MEAL TO UKIRK STUDENTS
Trinity has volunteered to prepare and serve a meal to UKIRK students at the St. Augustine
Chapel on Thursday, October 6. The meal begins at 6:30 p.m. Volunteers will to prepare the meal
and to serve it to the students. The menu is a main dish (usually a casserole), a vegetarian main
dish, salad, bread, and dessert. The kitchen at St. Augustine’s is fully equipped and the students
are in charge of clean-up. You are invited to eat with the students and to stay for the worship
service.

WEEKLY CHOIR PRACTICE
Trinity Chancel Choir Practice will take place every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. We’d love for you to join
us! Please contact Will Berger at will_berger@bellsouth.net to learn more!

80/80 CELEBRATION
Our celebration of 80 years as a congregation and looking forward to 80 years more as
a congregation (80/80) will be November 6th, 2022. We will have worship at 11:00 a.m.,
followed by a catered lunch (Calypso Cafe) in the Fellowship Hall. We'll have displays of
old bulletins, session minutes, Trinity memorabilia and an opportunity to get together
with friends, old and new. There are many opportunities for you to be part of this
celebration, so please check the sign-up sheets on the table in the sanctuary.
Reservations will be needed for lunch, so there's a sign-up sheet for that as
well. ALSO, we are putting together a cookbook of recipes from Trinity folks and Linden
Waldorf folks. Please send your recipes to the church office or drop them by the church
office as soon as possible. If you have recipes from members who are now in the
church triumphant, please include them as well. The time is drawing near but we can do
this!

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Trinity will join with other churches in the Green Hills area for a Thanksgiving service on
Tuesday November 22nd. We will meet at Calvary United Methodist Church at 6:30 p.m.
for worship.

HOLIDAY MARKET
2nd

Our
Holiday Market will take place Saturday, December 3 rd, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at
Trinity. We will have baked goods (contact Vira Baker if you want to contribute) and
other items for sale. If you are artistic or crafty and want to sell some of your work,
please let Sally know so that can be included in our flyer!

NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERY
The Stated Clerk Search Committee has completed interviews and is pleased to announce that
a candidate has been selected. Mary Catherine Sevier, RE of First Presbyterian Church
Murfreesboro, will be brought forth at the November 10, 2022 Presbytery meeting for election to
assume the role beginning in 2023 following our current Stated Clerk, Therese Howell’s
retirement. Mary Catherine has a background in education and is looking forward to bringing her
passion for learning and serving others to the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee.
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee’s eNews. Stay connected with our Presbytery by exploring
their latest eNews. www.presbyterymiddleennessee.org

Trinity’s Beginnings

THE BEST HOPE FOR REUNITING IS DISSOLUTION
On Sunday November 6, Trinity will recognize/celebrate its 80 th Anniversary with a luncheon and
a program looking back over the last 80 years and forward to glimpse what the next 80 might
bring. This month and next we will look back at Trinity’s beginning.
Founded in the aspiration, dreams and ideals of such basics as an open pulpit, a rotation system of
officers and majority rule for the church, Trinity Presbyterian Church is closely intertwined with
the Reverend Dr. Thomas Calhoun Barr, its first pastor and, Dr. Barr’s stormy tenure as the Pastor
of Nashville’s First Presbyterian Church during the Great Depression and the days leading to the
United States’ entry into World War II. The hand-picked successor of First Church’s beloved 32year veteran pastor James I. Vance, Dr. Barr was lauded by a majority of the members of the
church, but a few, especially among the church’s oldline leadership, raised objections from the
very beginning of his pastorate. The details of this dispute, and its eventual settlement, tell us a
great deal about what led to the Trinity founders’ dreams and principles, which paralleled basic
American freedoms of speech (open pulpit), frequent, open elections (rotation of officers) and
majority rule.
Raised as a Presbyterian, Thomas Calhoun Barr, one of seven children of a prominent Greenville,
SC merchant family, began developing a desire to go into church work very early. He recalled
how as a child he had “a desire to preach to the needs of the people.” Following high school, Barr
went off to Davidson College and then to New York’s Union Seminary. By Spring 1929, Barr
was looking for church opportunities. Learning of the young Southerner’s availability Dr. Vance
invited him down to preach and interview. He received an offer on the spot. ( continued on following
page)

(continued from previous page)

Just a few months after Reverend Barr arrived in Nashville the country was plunged into the
financial chaos of The Great Depression. Churches and their members began to struggle with the
dire financial circumstance. First Church was no exception as Dr. Vance and Barr struggled with
their congregation through the hard times.
By 1935 the aging Dr. Vance was showing signs of deteriorating health. The beloved pastor was
unable to keep up with his duties. He would not return to the pulpit, not even to submit his request
to retire, which he did by letter. In his letter to the First Presbyterian Church Session, Dr. Vance
suggested arrangements for a congregational meeting and a procedure for selecting his successor
and recommended Dr. Barr.
The arrangement did not sit well with some long-time First Church elders and deacons. This
dissident group threatened to scuttle the proposal. The pastor nomination and election process
continued to meet objection from the dissenters at nearly every turn. A petition signed by fifteen
dissenting officers was presented to “the joint meeting of elders and deacons of First Presbyterian
Church. The fifteen who signed the petition accounted for five of the church’s 24 elders and ten
of its 40 Deacons. They admitted being a minority, but claimed that was the basis of
Presbyterianism - giving the minority not only their rights, but also their way.
Dr. Barr was installed as First Presbyterian Church’s new Pastor on November 29, 1936. He had
been the church’s Assistant/Associate Pastor for about seven-and-a-half years. He was generally
considered to have done an exemplary job over that period in less than ideal circumstances.
World War II crept ever closer and by 1939, England was at war with Germany. In May 1941,
disturbed by what he saw as “this steady move toward war,” Dr. Barr delivered a sermon .
suggesting that the United States, as a neutral nation, could best serve the world by not acting like
a country at war. This may have signaled the beginning of the embattled pastor’s end at First
Church.
Then came Pearl Harbor.
For his part, Dr. Barr noted, “Now that the country was at war, I feel it is the duty of the church to
bring the full resources of our faith to men. The church is not to be a recruiting agent, although its
message must at times indirectly encourage men, even to war. I feel it is my duty to encourage
young people to look with courageous hope to the future and, as God directs them build a better
world. So far as my personal feeling is concerned, I feel that the failure of the United States to
win a righteous victory will be a tremendous setback to freedom and the propagation of the
Christian faith.”
By early1942, First Church was experiencing an open and growing controversy. The Session
reported three distinct elements: those who, for various reasons, had lost confidence in Dr. Barr;
those who strongly favored him and those simply distressed and disturbed by the circulating
reports and rumors of conflict. By June 1942 Dr. Barr went to the session and asked the elders for
“a vote of confidence, not as a minister, but as a minister of this church.” They could not give it.
Barr then tendered his resignation “in the form of an appeal to the congregation.” Several members
of the session met with the Pastor after the meeting and asked him to withdraw his resignation.
A group of approximately 75 members of the congregation, who strongly supported Dr. Barr, met
at the church for prayer and to ask the session to hear their request for a call of a congregational
meeting. The Session reported, it had decided to ask the Commission on the Minister and His
Work of the Presbytery of Nashville to take charge.” What followed was a spate of letters to the
congregation in which all three sides (the church officers, the Layman’s Committee, and Dr. Barr)
each presented their view of the situation. ( continued on following page)

By mid-September, the Commission determined that a serious division existed and the best hope
for reuniting the church would the dissolution of the pastoral relationship between Dr. Barr and
First Presbyterian. The decision was read to the congregation at the 11 o’clock service on
estimated 1,000 worshippers.
September 13. It would be Dr. Barr’s last service at First Church, and it was held before an NEXT:
A new church is born.
This article was adpted from ASPIRE TO GOD’S GREATNESS A History of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Nashville,
Tennessee By Hank Schomber

FROM OUR MISSION CO-WORKER
Dear companions in mission,
Greetings from Costa Rica. Yes, I am here and not in the United States visiting churches
as I had initially planned. Covid swept through our household in July and rearranged
some plans. Javier, my husband, was unable to have surgery to repair an umbilical
hernia until August 13th. His recovery is going well, but there are still things he cannot
do around the house. The Latin American Biblical University (UBL), the institution where
I am privileged to serve, also asked me to stay to help with the celebration of our
hundredth anniversary in October (more on our anniversary below).
The heavy rains every afternoon remind me why I had thought September would be a
good time to be away from Costa Rica. San Jose, the capital city, is experiencing the
wettest rainy season in over 75 years. Just as in Pakistan and elsewhere around the
world, climate change is altering rain patterns. As Costa Rica celebrated 201 years of
independence from Spain on September 15th, 215 people were in shelters and
highways throughout the country were closed due to landslides. On Saturday,
September 17th, a landslide pushed a bus off a highway and down a mountainside,
killing 9 of the people aboard. Flooding here has been localized. As I write, Hurricane
Ian has crossed western Cuba and is churning toward Florida. The worst is yet to come,
as October is the month of the year with the most rain in this region.
Our third term of the academic year started on August 29th. This term I am not teaching,
but my administrative tasks as chair of the theology department and various writing
projects are keeping me more than busy. For instance, on September 24th I was part of
a consultation about online theological education hosted by the Latin American
Theological Fraternity. I shared, in Spanish this time, about how we have incorporated
pastoral
care
for
our
students
into
our
online
teaching.
Our friend from Nicaragua, Miguel España, is still living in our home. The situation in
Nicaragua continues to deteriorate, as the Ortega-Murillo regime has closed down more
non-governmental institutions and detained more political prisoners. Thousands of
Nicaraguans continue to flee. Several of Javier’s nieces and nephews have recently
made the trek north to join the ranks of those seeking asylum in the United States. Miguel
misses his family terribly, but it is unclear when his wife and four-year-old son will be
able to join him here. In the meantime, we are glad to have another trained theologian
to support our work at the UBL. Miguel has been serving as an assistant professor in a
class in addition to offering workshops for students on the social implications of Christian
faith. Please continue to hold Miguel and his family in your prayers (next page)

(continued from previous page)

Greenfaith International, an interreligious network working for climate justice, has called
for actions around the world during the month of October leading up to the next UN
conference on climate change (COP 27) in November. Our Green Team at the UBL will
be offering a brief liturgy online on October 5th, followed by an online presentation on
October 11th on efforts around Latin America to halt exploration for petroleum. For the
weekend of October 22nd and 23rd, we are planning two prayer walks to call for climate
justice, one on our campus with folks from the neighbor, and the other in a public park.
(continued on following page)

On October 2, 1922, eight women students met for the first class offered at the Women’s
Bible Training College here in San Jose. At the UBL, we are starting our centenary
celebration with an online conversation among women professors and graduates on the
evening of October 7th. There will be more events in the coming months, culminating
with a conference in April on the impacts of Latin American liberation theology and the
current challenges for theological education in the region. I want to extend a special
invitation to all of you to join us for a celebration in English of the history of the UBL and
our current work for life and justice. Please mark your calendars for Wednesday evening,
October 19th. More information to follow.
Thank you for being part of this journey in mission in this part of God’s world. My
colleagues, my students and I know that our work is made possible by the prayers and
gifts of siblings in many places.
Blessings,
Karla

Rev. Dr. Karla Ann Koll
Serving in San Jose, Costa Rica
Latin American Biblical
University
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Mission Co-worker
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