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From the Pastor

For most of my ministry, I have had a standard “tag
line” (for lack of a better description) in which I write
or tell people that I am keeping them in my thoughts
and prayers. Truth be told, I have always considered
prayer to be slightly better than thought. It sounds
much more spiritual to say “I am praying for you,”
than to say, “I am thinking about you.” “You are in
my prayers,” sounds more specific and intentional
than “you are in my thoughts,” which has sounded
vague and kind of “out there.”
But about several years ago, I had a change of
heart—and thought—about relegating “thinking of
you,” to from being the second-best thing I could do,
to being the best thing I could do. When I received
emails from friends who wrote a line or two which
brought to mind some shared experience we had,
and they mentioned they were praying for me. I
realized that they were also thinking of me. Now
considering all that we humans have to do every
day—male or female, employed or retired, with or
without children—taking a moment of precious time
in which to think about me, and share those
thoughts—well, that’s a pretty big deal!
In 2015, after I had some surgery, I received gifts
that indicated the gift-giver had thought about me
and bought something which reflected knowledge of
what I would find amusing or fun or beautiful. Once
I came home from the hospital, I opened up cards
and notes and realized that every one of those
people had taken time to choose a card with me in
mind, taken time to write or sign it, taken time to mail
it. And on any given day, that often-maligned social
media tool, Facebook, has brought instant thoughts
from people who live in faraway places but who have
known me for 30 years or more. “No particular
reason, just thinking of you.”
“Thinking of you,” is a valid sentiment, not a
throwaway remark. As grateful as I am for prayers
(make no mistake about that!!), I am equally grateful
for all the thoughts. It’s humbling to be thought
about, and it’s very uplifting. Prayers sustain and
support me but thoughts—well, they keep me
connected and encouraged.
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And while I do pray for people, specifically and
generally, I also find myself just thinking about a
person at times, not really praying for that person but
thinking about particular person: how courageous,
how grief stricken, how lonely, how happy, how
selfless, how lovely, how faithful. If I scan the church
directory for one address, I find myself thinking about
dozens more people.
During my prayer times, I may pray for them, but I’m
convinced that a thought carries godly weight.
Maybe, as children of God and disciples of Christ,
we are called to think about each other, to consider
each other’s personalities, to reflect on one
another’s joys and sorrows, to ponder other people’s
lives that may be very different from our own and in
so doing, live out these words from the Apostle Paul:
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. Whatever you have learned or received
or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.
And the God of peace will be with you.”
Thanks for all the times you have think about me; I’m
thinking of you!
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE AND
LECTIONARY READINGS
November 7 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 and Psalm 127;
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44

The Trinity Times is published monthly. We welcome news
items and other contributions from members and friends of
Trinity. Bring your articles to the church or e-mail them to the
editor, Judy Schomber (schomberstat@aol.com)by the 20th of
the month for the following month’s newsletter.

November 14 Twenty-Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost
I Samuel 1:4-20 and 1 Samuel 2:1-10;
Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18);
Mark 13:1-8

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Sally Hughes, Pastor
William E. Berger, Minister of Music
Linda Rogers, Office Manager
Jeff Durham, Facilities Manager

November 21 Christ the King/Reign of Christ
2 Samuel 23:1-7 and
Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) or
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 and Psalm 16;
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37

SESSION MEMBERS
Sally Hughes, Moderator
Vira Baker (2023)
Vera Billington (2021)
Jane Cooper (2023)
Jackie Elbert (2022)

Paul Parker (2021)
Linda Rutherford (2022)
Benita Sims (2023)
George Ward (2022)
Aad Zeeuw (2021)

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Sara Hughes, Moderator
September 2021 Meeting
Regarding the discussion and decision regarding the
0.25 acre of Trinity property neighbor Mike Modi
inquired about and offered $12,000 for it, the
Session respectfully declined the offer at this time
and a letter was sent to Mr. Modi regarding the
session’s decision.
Joe Brady, chair of the Personnel Committee
presented highlights from the committee’s report
regarding the Office Manager position. Office
Manager Linda Rogers is retiring on 12/31/21 and
this position will be divided into two part-time
positions—an Office Manager working three days a
week (20-25 hours) and a bookkeeper working two
days a week (will deal with all financial aspects and
work with church treasurer). Susan Ward and Sally
Hughes will conduct interviews for office manager
position. Sally Hughes, Jack Slagle (personnel
committee) and treasurer of the session will conduct
interviews for bookkeeper position. Salaries for each
position would roughly be $25 dollars per hour. Part
time positions will start Monday, January 3rd, 2022.
Recommended a postage meter for the Church
Office.
Recommended an upgrade in technology for
presenting Face Book Live services on Sunday

November 28 First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16 and
Psalm 25:1-10; I Thessalonians 3:9-13;
Luke 21:25-36
__________________________________

mornings. There is a large following on Face Book,
and some now contribute financially to the church.
There is no protocol presently to assist outside
groups who desire to use/rent Trinity facilities.
Building and Grounds Committee needs to establish
protocols for building usage.
The
Financial
Report
continues
strong.
Contributions year to date are over budget. By the
end of August, we had almost reached our annual
income budget projection. Expenses are under
budget.
Additionally, Trinity has received a donation of
$25,000 from the Biggers Estate.
Discussion on possibility of selling overgrown
property close to Sharondale which is more than
0.25 of an acre. Property is projected to be worth up
to $500,000 compared with other Green Hills area
real estate. Building and Grounds Committee will
explore further.
LWS and Trinity continue to meet and discuss a
long-term lease.
LWS will get back to Trinity
regarding lease. Current lease due to expire in June
2022.
The Manse will be 100 years old in 2023. Repairs
have not yet started. Sally will get a list of repair
needs for George Ward (Building and Grounds).
(continued on following page)

(continued from preceding page)

Elders in the 2021 class rolling off session are Vera
Billington, Paul Parker and Aad Zeeuw. Motion
made for Paul Parker and Aad Zeeuw to moderate
the nominating committee for 2024 session.
Linda Rutherford would like to step down as
treasurer of the session. Linda will come up with
some recommendations.

Sally Hughes will attend the Presbytery meeting via
Zoom on Thursday, October 21st, 2021.
Sally to pursue specific details on Leadership
Academy’s request to host a summer camp in
July/August 2022 using pavilions on church
property.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 – GET AN EXTRA HOUR OF SLEEP!
SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK ON SATURDAY!

PRAYER TIME
On Friday mornings, Sally Hughes offers a Facebook Live prayer time beginning at 8:30 AM. This prayer time
includes concerns and people for which we pray on Sunday, as well as any provided by members or friends.
The prayer time consists of opening words of scripture, a psalm reading, then prayer, and conclude with the
Lord's prayer. If you are a Facebook member, you can submit prayer requests via the comments, and if you
are not, you can send them via text to Sally (615-594-5765) or email. These Facebook prayer times will NOT
be saved on the Facebook page as our worship services are saved.
After Friday prayer, Sally will offer a brief meditation from J. Ellsworth Kalas' book, The Pleasure of God:
Finding Grace in the Ordinary. The Lord's prayer and benediction will mark the break between prayer time and
meditation time, if you are interested in one and not the other.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Roger Cunningham – 7
Maya Monterroso – 8
Kate Wilson – 16
Paul Parker – 19
Jay Norman – 28

WILL BERGER TO TEACH SERIES ON
“WHAT JESUS LEARNED FROM WOMEN”
Join us Thursdays, November 4 - 18 at 4 p.m. in the Parlor as Will Berger teaches a discussion class on the
book "What Jesus Learned from Women" by James F. McGrath. Everyone is invited to attend.

HANDBELL CHOIR
If you are interested in learning how to play the handbells and being part of a handbell choir, please let Will
Berger know or leave a message at the church office (615-297-6513).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our next meeting will be November 2 at 10:30 a,m, covering Lesson 3 , “Rahab”, from What My Grandmothers
Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthews’s Genealogy of Jesus. Call the church office if you need
a study book, which is $10.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESUMED!
Adult Sunday School has resumed at 9:45 a.m. until 10:15 a.m. in the Parlor, with Sally Hughes as the leader.
The next series of lessons to be studied will be announced this week.

NASHVILLE CONCERTO ORCHESTRA TO PLAY AT
TRINITY ON NOVEMBER 20
Saturday, November 20 at 3:00 p.m. Nashville Concerto Orchestra – Trinity
Sanctuary: Conductor Dean Whiteside will lead the ensemble in Haydn's beloved Symphony Number 88.
"I'm not sure if it's in the top 10 greatest symphonies of all time, but it certainly should be. It is great without an
ounce of pretense. Haydn was lucky enough to work for a boss, Prince Esterhazy, who loved music and gave
him essentially free rein. Since there was no mechanical reproduction and novelty was the name of the game,
Haydn wrote and wrote and wrote some more. In addition to operas, oratorios, and piano sonatas, he all but
invented the string quartet (68 all together) and 104 symphonies!"
The second half is devoted to emerging artist Tim McNary. His recently released LP by Audionetwork, depicts
the human longing for connection in all its forms. "I'm excited by beautiful things all of us are capable of living
and creating when we allow curiosity and gratefulness to lead us."
The concert is free, and all the artists donate their time and talent. A love offering will be gratefully accepted for
Second Harvest Food Bank.

CALLING ALL BOX TOPS!
Box Tops for Education help Linden Waldorf School! Every little bit adds up to aid in the
purchase of necessary school supplies. You can scan receipts and upload them to the Box
Tops app!

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 11 at
6 p.m. in the parlor. The book for November is Death
on the Nile by Agatha Christie If you would like to be
on the email list for the book club, please let Carla
McDonough (carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net) or
Katy Wilson (katybwilson@gmail.com) know.
(Sneak Preview: The book for the December 9
Meeting is Jamaica Inn by Daphne DuMaurier.)

SWEET TREATS FROM
ABBY
You can now find Mountain Laurel Bakeshop at
several farmer's markets throughout the week! Abby
will be at 12 South Farmer's Market on Tuesdays
from 4-7 and Crieve Hall Farmer's Market on
Thursdays from 4-7. If you would like to know what's
on the menu this week or to put in a special order,
email her at abby@mountainlaurelbakeshop.com

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF
FLOODING DISASTER IN
WAVERLY
Thanks to everyone who donated items to help those
who experienced the catastrophic flooding in the
town of Waverly, in Humphreys County. The
immediate needs of food, water and supplies have
been met, but there continues to be a great need for
financial resources. You may write a check to Trinity

Presbyterian Church, noting “Waverly flood” in the
memo line, and we will send the collected funds to
the Presbytery for distribution to those in need in the
Waverly area.

IF YOU WISH TO ENTER THE
CHURCH DURING THE WEEK
If you’re coming to the church during the week,
please call the church office (615-297-6513) and
leave a message so we can call you back) or text
(615-594-5765) in advance to plan when you’re
coming by. Staff are often not within earshot of the
doorbell or may be working remotely and we don’t
want to miss you! call.
Linden Waldorf School is in session. Due to car lines
for drop off (includes COVID 19 temperature check)
and pick up, you may want to plan your trips to the
church to avoid these times:
7:45 – 8:30 a.m.
12:20 – 12: 50 p.m.
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
We're grateful to have our school friends using our
property but even more grateful if we don't get tied
up in school traffic!

LATEST COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
The CDC has recommended that even vaccinated folks should wear masks indoors, as well as practice social
distancing. As COVID cases are on the rise in Davidson County, members of the congregation should wear
masks on Sunday during worship, use hand sanitizer and practice social distancing. We will sing through our
masks! Wearing masks is small price to pay to remain healthy. If you have not been vaccinated, please do! We
will continue to offer Face Book Live worship as a worship option. We’ll keep monitoring the CDC guidelines and
on a week to week basis, decide about worship.

TRINITY TRACKINGS
Vira Baker's daughter Sarah and her husband Kyle are expecting a baby in May.
Ashley and Walter Cooper enjoyed their belated honeymoon in New Orleans.
Roger Cunningham passed his state nursing examination! Congratulations to Roger on becoming an RN!
Sissy Leech dressed as a toucan for October 31, 2021 worship and looked tropical.
Mary Alice Wood has moved from East Tennessee to across the road from her daughter, Lee Anne O'Brien and
son-in-law, Jon Oppenheimer in Leiper's Fork, TN.
Eleanor Elbert married Umberto Aparicio on September 22, 2021.
Harrison Elbert passed the bar exam and is working with an environmental law firm in Concord, NH.
Jackie's daughter, Sarah Jayne is working on her PhD in ecology at UTK and will celebrate her lst year
anniversary with Ephy on November 18.

HELP FOR THE AFGHAN
FAMILY
If you’d like to help the Afghan family, here are website
links to ways you can
help: https://tnrefugees.org/index.php/meet-our-partners/
Resettlement (NICE) Nashville International Center for
Empowerment: empowernashville.org
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Nashville: cctenn.org
Partner in English language instruction - TN Language
Center: tfli.org/esl-to-go/
Health Care - Siloam Health: siloamhealth.org

HOW TO HELP HAITI
GIVE: Gifts can be made by phone at (800)
872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed
to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box
643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
PRAY: As this earthquake continues to
cause destruction and loss of life, please

pray with us that the communities affected
by this event and those offering assistance
will be strengthened, have their needs met
and be reminded of the hope found in God.
Through PC(USA) Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), we can join together to help
our neighbors in Haiti who are struggling
following another devastating earthquake.

GOODWILL BINS
There is a bin in the Fellowship Hall if you would like
to make donations with the guidelines below. When
a bin is full and picked up, the church will receive a
Goodwill gift card that the church can provide to
someone who has needs. Only gently used items
can be donated
 no tube televisions or electronics
 no children's toys or beds
 items must be clean and have no pet hair
 all items must fit inside the bins
Thank you

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS!
A big thank you to everyone who has been mailing their financial contribution to the church! That
is so wonderful! Please continue to remember pledges and contributions to the church via the
US Post office, or online if you have the ability to send payments through your bank. As always,
we should be careful but not fearful. We should practice compassion as well as
cleanliness. Whether sick or well, we are in the hands of a loving God.
The Lord is stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! (from Psalm 27)

A FAREWELL FROM LINDA
Through the years I’ve jokingly equated my role at Trinity to that of an air traffic control tower.
Information lands in the office and I send it off to its next destination while some information
lands and doesn’t need to go any further. It’s a place of joy as well as sadness, and there’s no
prediction for what a day will bring. Answering the phone may bring news that a loved one
has died OR that a new baby is born, a group is interested in using the church facilities or a
meeting is canceled, and of course there are the ever-present spam calls! So part of the
adventure has been the unpredictability of ministry in the church office.
I’ve been so privileged to work with many wonderful staff through the years. For 12½ years
of my time here, Charlie Bundy and I worked together, troubleshooting facility matters over
the phone or brainstorming matters in the office. What a blessing to have gained a brother in
this time. Likewise in the past 1½ years, Jeff Durham came on board when Charlie retired,
and he has flawlessly carried on the massive role of maintaining this beautiful property with
love that God has poured into his heart – and again, I’ve been blessed with another brother.
Pastors shepherd a congregation in different ways, and these years have shown me that there
are not necessarily “right” or “wrong” ways to do things – but some ways may yield different
outcomes. I have been blessed beyond description to work alongside Sally during these past
5 years, watching her guide and nurture the congregation through the depths of grief into a
healthy congregation, building momentum to move faithfully into the future. Her creative gifts
for storytelling and sharing scripture in captivating ways have provided new insights and
learning opportunities for me. She’s provided clear guidance as head of staff and greatly
lightened the load I felt following the 11 months when there was no pastor. Her pastoral care
extends to staff as well as the congregation. She, and you in the congregation, were incredibly
supportive in the last 3 years of my father’s life, and Sally and Will led Dad’s funeral - a time
in my adult life when I desperately needed the TLC that Trinity poured out to me.
For years, I have prayed that I will be in the place where I need to be at the time when I need
to be there. And repeatedly, God has allowed that to be. Now, as I step into retirement, my
prayers are shifting: that all of you will be as gracious and accepting to whomever carries on
the office and bookkeeping duties as you have been to me through the years. That those who
serve in the coming years will be a vessel for God’s love to continually flow through Trinity’s
“air traffic control tower” and reach out to the community. What an amazing church history
with an amazing congregation, an amazing location, and an amazing calling to be the big
church with the small congregation on this beautiful green hill…onward to respond to God’s
call in ways that glorify God!
Thank you, Trinity family, for your years of support, kindness, and love beyond my wildest
prayers.

Linda Rogers, Office Manager January 2008 – December 2021

WE THANK JEFF LIGHT FOR HIS FINE SERVICE
Will Berger and Jeff Light played a piano/organ duet as Jeff wrapped up
two months as interim organist Oct. 16.

Trinity’s Bell Choir played October 16.

Trinity thanked and saluted interim organist Jeff Light for his two months of
substitution with a reception following the Oct. 16 morning worship service

A THANK YOU FROM JEFF
Dear Trinity Family,
Thank you so much for the reception and flowers last Sunday [October16]. It was so
kind and thoughtful of you and I appreciate it very much.
I am happy I was able to fill in for Will during his time away. It’s always a pleasure and
I always feel welcome at home when I play for your services.
I am sure you’ll be seeing more of me. Will and I have talked about trying to do more
duets in the future on a “regular, irregular basis”. And I look forward to filling in for
him in the future.
Again, thank you. It really does make me feel blessed.
Sincerely,
Jeff Light

TEAMWORK IS MAKING NEW BACKSTOP DREAMS
COME TRUE!

In January 2021, Jim McLeod of Santa’s Trees, proposed the idea of a new portable backstop for
the front meadow and offered to pay one-third. Linden Waldorf School and Trinity each paid a
third, and Jeff Durham, Trinity’s Facilities Manager, placed the order. In October, Jeff and some
of Santa’s Tree helpers began assembly work. In this picture, the old backstop is on the left and
the work in progress for the new portable backstop is on the right.

A FEW HALLOWEEN SNAPSHOTS!

