
From the Pastor 
I confess that my mind wanders sometimes when I’m 
preaching. Some preachers will confirm this; others 
will vehemently deny it--but I think they doth protest 
too much. Maybe it’s not so much that my mind 
wanders when I preach as it is that I am preaching 
at the same time as I am thinking about stuff going 
on in the sanctuary. As I am saying, “When Jesus 
told this story. . .” I am thinking, “hey, who’s that 
couple sitting in front of the Jones family?” and as 
I’m giving a clever illustration to help everyone 
understand the passage better, I’m listening to 
someone who is sneezing and sneezing and 
sneezing and I wonder if he has a kleenex. As I 
share what I thought was a fascinating story, I see 
two members who are sound asleep–or look like 
they are–and suddenly I am thinking about old Mr. 
Elwell at Mt. Horeb Presbyterian Church who used 
to bring a 6 and a half ounce bottle of Coke to 
worship.  When the sermon started, he fell asleep 
and it would crash to the floor. Still, every Sunday he 
thanked me for a good sermon. Every. Sunday.  
 
That entire story can go through my mind while I 
continue preaching. I am preaching but I am noticing 
that that person who has new glasses, or someone 
rummaging around in her purse—for what?  I’m 
pretty sure that person is texting.  I am preaching but 
look how many more people are seated on the right 
side of the sanctuary than the left; and that while two 
women are fanning themselves, two other women 
have pulled their jackets and arms closer around 
them. I am preaching but I am thinking, “this is page 
4, is this only page 4? I thought I was farther along 
than that. . .” I am preaching but I hear the air 
conditioner roar to life, the creak of the doors as 
someone goes out of the sanctuary, a book fall to 
the floor. I am preaching but someone’s cell phone 
goes off and I like the ring tone.  I continue 
preaching. Now you know why I have a manuscript 
in front of me! 
 
None of this should surprise the average person in 
the pew. Every worshipper listens to the sermon 
while simultaneously planning what she will serve for 
lunch, whether the Titans will have a good season, 
what route to take home from church, how to begin 
the first page of that term paper, who all needs to be 

alerted to that YouTube video that was so funny, why 
does the minister’s hair look so wonky? Every 
worshipper drifts in and out of a sermon, latching 
hold of a sentence here and a paragraph there and 
sometimes abruptly standing in surprise when it’s 
time to say the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
A minister friend of mine once said that every time I 
preach, I needed to remember that it wasn’t about 
what I said, but about the Spirit who was at work 
through my words to enable God’s words to be 
heard. So when my mind wanders during a sermon, 
or when I’m pretty sure the mind of every person in 
the congregation is wandering, I take heart that 
through poor words or brilliant words, wandering or 
focused minds, the Holy Spirit is there to strengthen 
and shore up every word. And I take heart in the 
Lord’s words, spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “so 
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it 
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it.” 
 
It does not give me permission to stand before the 
congregation, unprepared, and babble nonsense 
(well, not intentionally!), or let my wandering mind 
overtake my words. Nor does it mean that 
worshippers are released from the responsibility of 
listening or at least trying to stay awake! It does 
mean, though, that God’s word is more powerful 
than the human word. Whether we are faithful 
preachers or faithful listeners, God will speak a word 
to us that transcends anything that distracts us from 
speaking what the Spirit would have us to say, or 
what the Spirit has opened our ears to hear. It 
doesn’t have to be the entire sermon–it can be a 
phrase or a  paragraph at the beginning and the end 
or thought inspired by the sermon. It may be 
something that pops back into our heads at the end 
of the week or months from now.  I take great 
comfort in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit is 
greater and more powerful than our wandering 
minds! 
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MAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
AND LECTIONARY READINGS 

 
 May  2     Fifth Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 8:26-40 and Psalm 22:25-31; 
  1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 
 
May 9      Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 10:44-48 and Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; 
  John 15:9-17 
 
May 16   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and Psalm 1;  
  1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 
 
May 23   Day of Pentecost/Pentecost Offering 
  Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14 and 
  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:22-27  
  or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
May 30 Trinity Sunday 
  Isaiah 6:1-8 and Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; 
  John 3:1-17 
___________________________________________________ 
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes 

MARCH 23, 2021 

Session welcomed new Elders Elect: Vira Baker, Jane 
Cooper and Benita Sims who joined session meeting via 
Zoom. 
 
Although pledges were slightly behind budget, the 
overall financial situation remained good since expenses 
are down.  Trinity was approved for a second draw loan 
from the Government’s PPP program.  Those figures will 
be reflected in the April budget report. 
 
Trinity is awaiting word from the insurance company 
regarding church garage.  
 
Upgrades were made to the church office software via a 
cloud-based system to provide greater flexibility and 
access for our office and bookkeeping needs.  
 
Betsy Bond was received into membership by letter of 
transfer from Historic Franklin Presbyterian Church. 
 
The session agreed it needs to meet every month.   
 

The Session discussed How we can break down the work 
of the church into teams or committees that reflect 
Trinity’s needs (not simply having committees or teams 
we have always had).  Ideas included 1-2 persons or 
teams in charge of One Great Hour of Sharing weekend, 
for example. Mission ideas and handling requests for use 
of property were also discussed.  Elders were asked to 
think of what we could be doing for a discussion at next 
session meeting.  
 
The session agreed to receive Robert Schoenberger’s 
(Hank Howerton’s yard man) request to use church 
property to set up a vegetable stand on weekends.  
 
The Church insurance policy was approved. 
 
Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae communion services at 7 
p.m. on April 1, 2021 (in person and Facebook Live); 
Easter Sunrise service (outdoors at 7 a.m.); and Easter 
Sunday service in person and Facebook Live at 11 a.m. 
were approved. 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
3201 Hillsboro Road 
Nashville, TN 37215 
Phone: (615) 297-6513 
Fax: (615) 292-6133 
E-mail: Office @trinitypresnashville.org 
www.trinitypresnashville.org   
facebook.com/trinitypresbyterianchurchnashville/ 

The Trinity Times is published monthly.  We 
welcome news items and other contributions from 
members and friends of Trinity.   Bring your articles 
to the church or e-mail them to the editor, Judy 
Schomber (schomberstat@aol.com)by the 20th of 
the month for the following month’s newsletter. 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Sally Hughes, Pastor  
William E. Berger, Minister of Music 
Linda Rogers, Office Manager 
Jeff Durham, Facilities Manager  

SESSION MEMBERS 
Sally Hughes, Moderator  Paul Parker (2021) 
Vira Baker (2023)  Linda Rutherford (2022) 
Vera Billington (2021) Benita Sims (2023) 
Jane Cooper (2023)  George Ward (2022) 
Jackie Elbert (2022)  Aad Zeeuw (2021)   

 



PRAYER TIME 

On Friday mornings, Sally Hughes offers a Facebook Live prayer time beginning at 8:30 AM. This prayer time 
includes concerns and people for which we pray on Sunday, as well as any provided by members or friends. 
The prayer time consists of opening words of scripture, a psalm reading, then prayer, and conclude with the 
Lord's prayer. If you are a Facebook member, you can submit prayer requests via the comments, and if you 
are not, you can send them via text to Sally (615-594-5765) or email. These Facebook prayer times will NOT 
be saved on the Facebook page as our worship services are saved

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Erica Durnell – 2 

Linda Rogers – 4 

Jackie Elbert – 7 

Stephen Nunn – 10 

Molly Parker - 14 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study will meet Tuesday, May 4 at 11 a.m. in the church parlor. We will study 
Lessons 8, “God Laments” and Lesson 9 “The End of Lament” in Into the Light:  Finding Hope through Prayers 
of Lament. This will be the last PW meeting of this study book year.  We will resume meeting the first Tuesday 
of September with our new study book, What My Grandmothers Taught Me:  Learning from the Women in 
Matthews’s Genealogy of Jesus.    This comprehensive study of lessons learned from women of the 
lineage of Jesus will be available for purchase in Augus

TRINITY BOOK CLUB 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 12 at 6 
p.m. in the parlor. The book for May is “The Essex 
Serpent” by Sarah Perry.  

June 9    "Code Name Helene" – Lawhon 

July 14    "The Last Castle" - Kiernan 

  
If you would like to be on the email list for the 
book club, please let Carla McDonough 
(carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net) or Katy 
Wilson (katybwilson@gmail.com) know.   

 

            

CALLING ALL BOX TOPS! 

Box Tops for Education 
help Linden Waldorf School! 
Every little bit adds up to aid in 
the purchase of necessary 
school supplies. You can scan 

receipts and upload them to the Box Tops app!  

 

 

 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
FINANCIAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS! 

A big thank you to everyone who has been 
mailing their financial contribution to the 
church!  That is so wonderful!  Please continue 
to remember pledges and contributions to the 
church via the US Post office, or online if you 
have the ability to send payments through your 
bank. As always, we should be careful but not 
fearful.  We should practice compassion as 

well as cleanliness.  Whether sick or well, we 
are in the hands of a loving God.   

The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is stronghold of my life, of 
whom shall I be afraid? 

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your 
heart take courage; wait for the 
Lord!  (from Psalm 27)  

 

SPRING ISSUE OF NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 
AVAILABLE 

A paper copy is available for pick up at church on Sundays. If you would like to have a PDF version, send an e-
mail request to the church office (office@trinitypresnashville.org). Please note that the directory is for private 
use of participants in Trinity’s ministries and is not to be sent to a mailing list. 
 
 

THE PEACH TRUCK RETURNING TO TRINITY 
The Peach truck is returning to Trinity beginning Saturday, May 15th. Hours will be Saturdays 9 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 4 – 7 p.m. until the peach crop wraps up in the summer. 

 
 

TRINITY TRACKINGS 
 
Please keep these folks in your prayers: 
 If you would like the minister to offer prayer on your behalf or on behalf of someone else, please call 
the office and leave a message with a prayer request or email 
at sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org. 
 
-Norma DeJarnette who moved back to Brookdale Belle Meade this week. She can have visitors.  

-John McRae, recovering from surgery and moved back to Woodcrest at Blakeford last week. 

-Family/friends of Raymond White: He died with cancer last week. 

-Those recovering from surgery: Hayden Bagsby, recovering from cleft palate surgery; Frances Burns 
in NHC Dickson 

-Those dealing with cancer: Dennis McBride; Derrie Edge, who has been diagnosed with breast 
cancer; Sarah Johnson, who has a reoccurrence of cancer; Steve Sanders, who is undergoing cancer 



treatments; Larry Snedeker; Lisa Houx; Denese Sanders Leonard, niece of Joan Dougherty, who has 
been diagnosed with cancer 

-Mary Anne Berger, Will’s mother, who is in hospice care at her home in Mississippi. 

-Friends of Ruth Arnold: Tygard family, members of Bellevue Presbyterian; daughter Jenny died on 
April 8. 

-Mary Lu Kells who fell and broke her shoulder. 

-Dale Manning, who is at Richland Health Care. 

-Nancy Bond, who continues to recover at her sister's home in Spring Hill, TN. 

-Friend of Linda Rutherford: Diane Hubbs 

-Norma Johnson in assisted living.  

-Joel Guest, son of Sara and Bob Guest 

-Bill and Joan Dougherty, at home.   

-Bill Barger and Kim Dougherty 

-For those who care for loved ones who are unable to care for themselves. 

-All those affected by COVID-19, whether physically, emotionally, spiritually or financially 

Save the dates: 
Saturday, May 22 – 2 p.m. Memorial service for Jane Brown Ambrose 
Saturday, June 19 – 11 a.m. Memorial service for Mary Virginia Bond 
 

LEARN ABOUT TRINITY SUNDAY 

Sunday, May 30, is Trinity Sunday.  On Trinity Sunday we proclaim the mystery of our faith in the 
triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One-in-Three and Three-in-One. 

The celebration of Trinity Sunday began among Western Christians in the 10th century and developed 
slowly until it was formally established on the Sunday after Pentecost by Pope John XXII (1316-1334). 

Unfathomable mystery 

Unlike other festivals in the church’s liturgical calendar, Trinity Sunday centers on a doctrine of the 
church, rather than an event. It celebrates the unfathomable mystery of God’s being as Holy Trinity. 
It is a day of adoration and praise of the one, eternal, incomprehensible God. 
Trinity Sunday, in a sense, synthesizes all we have celebrated over the past months which have 
centered on God’s mighty acts: Christmas-Epiphany celebrating God’s taking flesh and dwelling 
among us in Jesus Christ; Easter celebrating Christ’s death and resurrection for us; Pentecost 
celebrating God the Holy Spirit becoming our Sanctifier, Guide, and Teacher. It is, therefore, a fitting 
transition to that part of the year when Sunday by Sunday the work of God among us is unfolded in 
a more general way.      (continued on page 6) 
 
            



(continued from page 5) 
The triune God is the basis of all we are and do as Christians. In the name of this triune God we are 
baptized. As the baptized ones we bear the name of the triune God in our being. We are of the family 
of the triune God. We affirm this parentage when, in reciting the creeds, we say what we believe. Our 
discipleship is rooted in the mighty acts of this triune God who is active in redeeming the world. The 
triune God is the basis of all our prayers — we pray to God the Father, through Jesus Christ, by the 
Holy Spirit. The Trinity holds central place in our faith. … 
 
In celebrating Trinity Sunday, remember that every Lord’s Day is consecrated to the triune God. On 
the first day of the week, God began creation. On the first day of the week, God raised Jesus from the 
grave. On the first day of the week, the Holy Spirit descended on the newly born church. Every Sunday 
is special. Every Sunday is a day of the Holy Trinity. 
 

Source:  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/trinity-sunday/ 

    
El Greco      Andrei Kublev (d. ca. 1430) 

FROM OUR MISSION WORKER 
 

Dear Siblings in Christ,       
 
 Grace and peace to you in this Eastertide. 
 
 I apologize for my lack of communication in recent months. Here at the Latin American Biblical University we 
are at the end of our first academic term of the year. I am so grateful for your ongoing prayers and support, even 
when I do not find the time to write. 
 



Every morning I climb the stairs to my office here in our house. Portia, my cat, usually gets to my worktable 
before I do. She spends most of the day beside my laptop. She loves Zoom meetings where she shows off her 
bushy tail. In the late afternoon or early evening, I turn my computer off and go downstairs to spend a little time 
with my husband, Javier. Over the past four months, I have taught four courses, guided one bachelor’s thesis, 
facilitated innumerable meetings, and made two public presentations. Though the (continued on page7)  
 
(continued from page 6) 
pandemic continues to cause difficulties for many of our students in various countries, I am grateful to be able to 
accompany them as they probe their faith and deepen their capacity for theological reflection. 
 
 Costa Rica is currently experiencing a third wave of COVID-19 infections, so I seldom leave the house. Costa 
Rica has a strong public healthcare system and the government is committed to vaccinating everyone in the 
country. However, it is unclear when enough vaccines will be available. Javier and I have registered at the local 
health clinic and we are waiting along with our neighbors for the phone call that will tell us that our turn has come. 
  
I am so grateful for the technology that allows connections across distances. Please let me know if you would 
like me to be a part of a Sunday worship service, an adult Sunday school class or a mission committee meeting. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 In resurrection hope, 
 
 Karla 
 
My mailing address is: 
Rev. Dr. Karla Ann Koll 
Latin America Biblical University 
Apartado 901-1000 
San Jose, Costa Rica 
 

WHY TRINITY? 
By Hank Schomber 
 
Following the October 20, 1942 Presbytery meeting approving the formation of a new Presbyterian Church, and 
the ensuing November 1, organizational meeting--as directed by the Commission for Organization, a 
congregational meeting, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on November 8, was called to ask the members 
to select the name for the new church.   

A list of suggestions was distributed prior to the start of the meeting and anyone could suggest an additional name.  
The results of an initial vote were tabulated and it was announced that no clear choice came from that ballot.  The 
two names with the largest numbers, "Trinity Presbyterian Church" and "Church of the Covenant" were put up 
for the second ballot.  “Trinity” received the majority vote.   

While “Trinity” is not a name found in the Bible, it has been recognized from earliest times as one of the most 
important, if at the same time controversial, doctrines of the church.  The name Trinity is said to be derived from 
combining “Tri”, meaning three, and “Unity” meaning one, as a way of acknowledging what the Bible reveals to 
us that God is three "Persons" -- God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit -- who have the same 
essence of our singular deity. This concept has been controversial because of the difficulty of creating an 
understandable illustration.  Perhaps the closest description has been that of water, which we recognize in three 
distinct forms -- liquid (water), solid (ice) and gas (steam) -- yet all the same water.    

Interestingly, the very cornerstone of this new church was presented as a unity of three fundamental principles -- 
majority rule, freedom of the pulpit and a rotary system of officers.  Nashville’s Trinity Presbyterian Church had 
a trinity of its own. 

 

 



PENTECOST AND THE PENTECOST 
OFFERING 

On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush of wind 
and flame to inspire the church’s proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its mission and 
ministry to the world. (See Acts 2:1-13; see also Joel 2:28-32.) 
The notion of Easter as a season of 50 days ending at Pentecost is patterned after the ancient Jewish 
festival of seven weeks that extended from the beginning of the barley harvest (on the second day 
after the beginning of Passover) to the end of the wheat harvest at the Festival of Weeks 
or Shavuot (see Deuteronomy 16:9-12). The Festival of Weeks later came to be called Pentecost 
(“50th day”) by Greek speaking Jews. In Jewish tradition, Shavuot also marks the giving of the law 
to Moses at Sinai; this liturgical link may inform Paul’s discussions of the law and the Spirit (see 
Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 3 and Galatians 3). 

According to the Day of Pentecost story in Acts 2:1-13, God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
empower witnesses to the resurrection. Sounds from heaven, cosmic language, the rush of a 
mighty ruach (wind, spirit, breath) invaded the house in which the apostles gathered, and      
appeared to them as a burning fire. Tongues of fire touched their nerve centers. A power — the 
unseen power of God — moved among them and gripped them. The Holy Spirit is unseen, like the 
wind, which is why the Old Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the wind, or breath, of God” (cf. John 
3:8). The Spirit is the “unseenness of God” working among us.  

According to Joel (2:28-29) the ruach is to open everybody to God’s future. People young and old 
will dream and will have visions of hope; they will be able to loose themselves from the way things 
are now, because God is establishing a whole new economy of creation. The Holy Spirit breaks us 
out of our preoccupation with ourselves and frees us to serve neighbors, loosens our grasp on 
possessions, and sets us to loving people. New creation is what Joel is talking about. Pentecost is 
new creation. 

The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s new creation: people witness in word 
and in deed to the risen Christ. At the outset, the newborn church immediately tumbled out into 
the streets to witness to God’s mighty works in the languages of people all over the world. By the 
end of the story, a tiny, Spirit-filled community of faith that broke from its present order has spread 
across the continents with incredible power to bring new things into being. With the gift of the 
Spirit, all things are possible. … 

Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of Holy Spirit which draws us together 
as one people, helps us to comprehend what God is doing in the world, and empowers us to 
proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the name of Christ 
(Ephesians 1:10). 

Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and withers away, and we are left with only 
our broken selves. With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. A spirit-filled community of 
faith opens eyes to needs in the world and sees its missing as God’s new people. The Day of 
Pentecost is the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating as it does the gift of the Spirit 
to the body of Christ — the church. 

In Presbyterian commemoration of Pentecost, one of four denominational offerings is the Pentecost 
Offering.  It supports efforts to develop youth who are the future of the church.  (see next page) 

 



(continued from previous page) 
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong faith 
and service. The patterns and lessons established during these formative years continue to bear 
fruit throughout a person's life. By receiving the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of 
those who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults. 
 
A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be 
retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people within 
their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young 
adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
 
The Pentecost Offering is traditionally received on the day of Pentecost (in 2021, May 23). However, 
a congregation is welcome to celebrate this Offering at any point in the year. In fact, many 
congregations receive it on a youth-related Sunday, like Sunday School Kickoff (or Rally) Day, 
Youth Sunday, or their Confirmation Sunday. 

                                      
A 14TH-century German painting                         El Greco – Pentecost - 1596 
 of Pentecost                                                        Prado Museum, Madrid 
 

Sources: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/trinity-
sunday/ 
           https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/ 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 



EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

 

 (photos by Will Berger) 

 
 
 

 


