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From the Pastor

The Least of These
My first experience with a real, live bird’s nest was
ten years ago, when a bird’s nest was discovered in
the front yard of Historic Franklin Presbyterian
Church. I watched that bird’s nest with great
enthusiasm until the last of the little birds had flown
the nest.
Will discovered another bird’s nest at the church, this
time in one of the fir trees. I had to stand on a stool
to see inside the nest, but in due time, there were
three blue eggs there, along with a nervous mother
robin who would perch just out of reach but within
striking distance of her nest, lest I be tempted to
mess with her nest.
One day, the eggs were replaced by three ugly,
scrawny, fuzzy baby birds. On Saturday, when I
peeked into the nest, those ugly, scrawny little birds
were stretching their necks and opening wide their
mouths, in anticipation of their next meal. I expected
the mother robin to zoom back to her babies as soon
as I walked away, but as I stood behind the glass
doors in the fellowship hall and watched, no mother
bird appeared. I did some work in my office, and
came back to check on the birds—still no mother
bird. Right before I left the church, I checked again—
no mother bird on the nest. It was hot outside, and
late in the day. I began to be concerned about those
little birds. What if the mother robin had met with
some unfortunate accident? What if some human
(not me!) had touched the nest and because of the
human smell, the mother bird refused to return to the
birds? I imagined those three newborn birds alone in
their nest. I wondered if other birds—another robin
or a cardinal or even a noisy blue jay—would hear
those tiny peeps and come feed those motherless
birds?
The next day, when I went to church, I stood behind
the glass doors and watched the fir tree with the nest
in it. From where I was, I could see the little orange
beaks stretching up, opened wide. No mother bird!
My heart sank, fearing those little birds had been
abandoned. Then after what seemed like a long
time, I spotted the mother robin. She was hopping
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on the ground nearby, and suddenly, she flew
straight into the fir tree, onto the nest. Now I could
breathe a sigh of relief!
This bird-watching scenario made me think. I could
see that nest of little birds and worried about them,
but I know that there are nests everywhere, in all
sorts of trees and sometimes baby birds are left
vulnerable and helpless, they are orphaned when a
parent bird is killed or blown out of the nest by high
winds. No human is keeping an eye out for them. No
one is worrying on their behalf.
It’s like that in the non-bird world. It’s natural to worry
about those whom we can see or whose lives
regularly bump up against ours, but there are so
many “baby birds” we don’t see or hear about. There
are adults who are alone and hurting, or children
who are left unprotected but are out of sight and
therefore out of mind, people who are in institutions
like prison or for mental health reasons. Who looks
out for them?
Who worries about them?
We worship a God who knows even when a sparrow
falls, a God who clothes and feeds the birds of the
air, and because we who love that God, we follow
God’s example. We may not see all the folks who
are in need, but we can learn to keep our eyes open
for those who are unprotected. We can watch out for
the weaker ones, as we go about our daily tasks. We
can do our best to feed the hungry and give drink to
the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked,
visit the sick and those in prison, loving the least of
these who are members of God’s family, for the sake
of Christ our Lord. We are called to contribute to the
needs of the unknown, as well as the known. And
for those we can’t see or don’t know, we are called
to catch them up in our prayers every day, like our
mother God. Writes the Psalmist in Psalm 104, “All
creatures look to you, to give them their food at the
proper time. When you give it to them, they gather it
up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with
good things. When you send your Spirit, they are
created, and you renew the face of the ground.
Praise the Lord, my soul.”
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JUNE/JULY WORSHIP
SCHEDULE AND LECTIONARY
READINGS
June 6

Second Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-20 (11:14-15);
Psalm 138; 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1;
Mark 3:20-35

June 13

Third Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 15:34—16:13; Psalm 20;
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17;
Mark 4:26-34

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Sally Hughes, Pastor
William E. Berger, Minister of Music
Linda Rogers, Office Manager
Jeff Durham, Facilities Manager

June 20 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23) 32-49;
Psalm 133; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13;
Mark 4:35-41

SESSION MEMBERS
Sally Hughes, Moderator
Vira Baker (2023)
Vera Billington (2021)
Jane Cooper (2023)
Jackie Elbert (2022)

June 27 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27; Psalm 139;
2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43

Paul Parker (2021)
Linda Rutherford (2022)
Benita Sims (2023)
George Ward (2022)
Aad Zeeuw (2021)

July 4

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48;
2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13

Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes

July 11

Trinity’s Financial position remains stable thanks to
the generosity and commitment of its members.

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24;
Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 18

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37;
Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
April 22, 2021

The water damage to the apartment in the garage
building is being addressed. Use of the apartment
has been included in the Linden Waldorf lease
agreement, but has not been used for two years. It
is possible Trinity could lease out the space, once it
is repaired, but that would require redoing the LWS
lease.
Linden Waldorf has proposed replacing its damaged
Learning Cottage building. A new building would
accommodate 2 classrooms and a wood working
class. The session approved the proposal.
Upgrades to Trinity’s Office, computer, copier,
telephone system and software have been
completed.
The session welcomed Ashley Rae Newbanks
Cooper and Claudia Zanolini into membership and
approved Baptism service for Ashleigh Rae

July 25 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14;
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
_______________________________________________

Newbanks Cooper and daughter Annabella (Bella)
Joan Cooper on Sunday, May 16.
Trinity’s membership now stands at 73.
The church organ console has been moved to the
center of the rear balcony. Music Director Will
Berger feels this gives him better opportunity to
direct the choir while playing. It also provides
members and visitors a better view of the organ
console.

PRAYER TIME
On Friday mornings, Sally Hughes offers a Facebook Live prayer time beginning at 8:30 AM. This prayer time
includes concerns and people for which we pray on Sunday, as well as any provided by members or friends.
The prayer time consists of opening words of scripture, a psalm reading, then prayer, and conclude with the
Lord's prayer. If you are a Facebook member, you can submit prayer requests via the comments, and if you
are not, you can send them via text to Sally (615-594-5765) or email. These Facebook prayer times will NOT
be saved on the Facebook page as our worship services are saved

JUNE/JULY BIRTHDAYS
June Birthdays

Carolyn Vick Zeeuw – 11

Ann Wise – 19

Jim Parker - 12

July Birthdays

Tom O’Brien – 17

Joan Dougherty – 1

Hank Schomber - 18

Diane Parker – 1

Phil Elbert - 20

Lee Anne O’Brien – 2

David Erwin - 24

Robert Rutherford – 11

Ben Ward - 27

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We will resume meeting the first Tuesday of September with our new study book, What My Grandmothers
Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthews’s Genealogy of Jesus. This comprehensive study of
lessons learned from women of the lineage of Jesus will be available for purchase in August

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be Wednesday, June 9, at 6
p.m. in the parlor. The book for June is “Code Name
Helene by Ariel Lawhon. The book for July is:
July 14

"The Last Castle" - Kiernan

If you would like to be on the email list for the book
club, please let Carla McDonough
(carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net) or Katy Wilson
(katybwilson@gmail.com) know.

GOODWILL BINS NOW AT TRINITY
There is a bin in the Fellowship Hall if you would
like to make donations with the guidelines below.
When a bin is full and picked up, the church will
receive a Goodwill gift card that the church can
provide to someone who has needs.
 only gently used items can be donated
 no tube televisions or electronics
 no children's toys or beds
 items must be clean and have no pet hair
 all items must fit inside the bins
Thank you!

CALLING ALL BOX TOPS!
Box Tops
for
Education
help Linden Waldorf School! Every
little bit adds up to aid in the
purchase of necessary school
supplies. You can scan receipts and upload them to
the Box Tops app!

NEW PROTOCOL FOR
ENTERING THE CHURCH
DURING THE WEEK
If you’re coming to the church during the week,
please call the church office (615-297-6513) and
leave a message so we can call you back) or text
(615-594-5765) in advance to plan when you’re
coming by. Staff are often not within earshot of the
doorbell or may be working remotely and we don’t
want to miss you!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS!
A big thank you to everyone who has been
mailing their financial contribution to the
church! That is so wonderful! Please continue
to remember pledges and contributions to the
church via the US Post office, or online if you
have the ability to send payments through your
bank. As always, we should be careful but not
fearful. We should practice compassion as well
as cleanliness. Whether sick or well, we are in
the hands of a loving God.
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom
shall I fear?
The Lord is stronghold of my life, of
whom shall I be afraid?
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your
heart take courage; wait for the
Lord! (from Psalm 27)

SPRING ISSUE OF NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY AVAILABLE
A paper copy is available for pick up at church on Sundays. If you would like to have a PDF version, send an email request to the church office (office@trinitypresnashville.org). Please note that the directory is for private
use of participants in Trinity’s ministries and is not to be sent to a mailing list.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome into membership Claudia Zanolini and Ashley Rae Newbanks Cooper! Claudia is from
Franklin, TN and is married to Steve Zanolini. She and Steve have two daughters, Rebecca and Beth,
and five grandchildren. Claudia plays in Trinity’s bell choir.
Ashley Rae is a vet tech and photographer and lives in Murfreesboro, but has been worshipping
online with Trinity for a while. Ashley and her husband, Walter, are raising eight wonderful children:
Keala, Kaydence, Rylan, Luke, Andrea, Lexi, Faithlynn, and Bella.

GRADUATES
Congratulations to Harrison Elbert, who was graduated from Vanderbilt Law School on May 16, and
to McKenzie Pruitt who was graduated with honors from Stewart's Creek High School.

THE PEACH TRUCK RETURNING TO TRINITY
The Peach truck is returning to Trinity beginning Saturday, May 15 th. Hours will be Saturdays 9 a.m. –
1:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 4 – 7 p.m. until the peach crop wraps up in the summer.

TRINITY TRACKINGS
Please keep these folks in your prayers:
If you would like the minister to offer prayer on your behalf or on behalf of someone else, please call
the office and leave a message with a prayer request or email
at sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org.
-Will Berger and his family. Mary Anne Berger, Will’s mother, died in Mississippi on May 27 th.
-Jim Nash, in hospice care
-Dealing with cancer: Bill Simpson, who has esophageal cancer; Dennis McBride; Derrie Edge, who
has breast cancer; Sarah Johnson; Steve Sanders; Larry Snedeker; Lisa Houx; Denese Sanders
Leonard
-Those in care facilities: Frances Burns in NHC Dickson; Norma DeJarnette in Brookdale of Belle
Meade; John McRae in Woodcrest at Blakeford
-Dale Manning, who is at Richland Health Care.
-for Karen Healey and her family, especially her mother
-Nancy Bond, who continues to recover at her sister's home in Spring Hill, TN.
-Friend of Linda Rutherford: Diane Hubbs
-Norma Johnson in assisted living.
-Joel Guest, son of Sara and Bob Guest
-Bill and Joan Dougherty, at home.
-Bill Barger and Kim Dougherty
-For those who care for loved ones who are unable to care for themselves.
-All those affected by COVID-19, whether physically, emotionally, spiritually or financially

TRINITY TIMES TO RESUME IN AUGUST
The next issue of the Trinity Times will be the August issue, in keeping with our summer schedule

NOTE OF THANKS
During the pandemic, Blair School of Music was not available to students for recordings. Some teachers
contacted Trinity, and a few students who needed to do recordings for college applications and national level
competition, scheduled times and made donations for use of the sanctuary. This is one heartwarming update
recently received:
Hi Ms. Linda,
This is Sheeline; I did some recordings at Trinity back in October. I wanted to let you know I’ll be heading
to Yale next year for college!! Thank you again for allowing me to play and record in the church. My music
portfolio was definitely a big part of my college applications. Best wishes to all of you and I hope maybe
one day to have the opportunity to play at Trinity again!
Sheeline

CHILDREN’S SERMON ON MAY 16

We were very blessed to have so many children come up to the front on May 16 for the children’s lesson. After
such a long time on “quarantine” because of the Covid-19 protocols, the congregation saw many smiling faces
listening to Sally’s lesson. (And yes, they all got lollipops afterward!)
(photos by Matt Rutherford)

LATEST COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
The session met and discussed modifying the COVID-19 protocol for Trinity. If you are fully vaccinated, you
do not have to wear a mask and you may sing the hymns and engage in unison readings. By May 30, the
hymn books and bibles are back in the pews.
If you are not fully vaccinated, or if you feel safer wearing a mask, we ask that you wear a mask and
read/sing while wearing a mask. We encourage the use of hand-sanitizer before and after worship, and ask
that everyone sign in so that we have a record of everyone’s attendance. The offering plate will be as you come
into the sanctuary and you can drop in your contributions, and bulletins/sermons will be there as well. Continue
to practice appropriate social distancing.
We will offer worship via Facebook Live in addition to in person worship.

And here’s what the mayor’s office wrote:
"The Board Chair and the Director of Health, and Metro Public Health Department
epidemiologists met Thursday to further evaluate the new recommendations regarding mask
(continued on following page )

(continued from previous page)

usage that were issued by the CDC just prior to the Board of Health meeting. After reviewing
further, a decision was to end the Public Health indoor mask order. We expect the order to
expire on Friday, May 14. The MPHD continues to strongly recommend wearing masks for those
who are unvaccinated when in crowds, indoors, and when unable to socially distance, as also
recommended by the CDC. Each individual business retains the right to set their own
restrictions regarding the use of masks."

TRINITY IS RETURNING TO NORMAL WORSHIP
As Covid-19 protocols are eased, Trinity is carefully returning to normal worship. The sanctuary is
open, with congregants observing social distancing and mask-wearing is optional. The choir is
present and singing and hymnbooks and Bibles have been replaced in the pews.

(photos by Hank Schomber)

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWERS

Instead of a formal arrangement, everyone was asked to contribute a flower or flowers for the altarpiece on
Mother’s Day, May 9. The flowers graced the worship service in multiple vases.
(photo by Hank Schomber)

BAPTISM OF ASHLEY RAE NEWLAND COOPER AND
ANABELLA JOAN COOPER ON MAY 16

(photos by Hank Schomber)

SALLY BEGINS SUMMER SERIES OF SERMONS ON
“ANIMALS AND THEIR STORIES” (AND THE LESSONS
THEY TEACH US)
Following up on last summer’s successful series of sermons on “Birds in the Bible”, Sally will preach
on the 11 Sundays after Pentecost on the theme of “Bible Animals and their Stories”. Sally says, “I
noticed that the lectionary readings tend to leave out a lot of the sensational Bible animal stories
which is too bad, because while they are challenging to present in sermon form, they are great stories!
So beginning Sunday, May 30, through Sunday, August 8, we’ll hear what the Bible has to say about
lethargic lions, talking donkeys, royal monkeys, fiery foxes, big fish, killer bears, demonic pigs,
crummy dogs, spotty leopards, a multitude of frogs, and the Leviathan (what IS a Leviathan?).”
The lethargic lions below were featured in the May 30 sermon:

(photo by Hank Schomber)

