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From the pastor
Over the centuries, the story of Jesus turning water
into wine (John 2: 1 – 11) has created a lot of
discussion, the least of which is that in John’s
gospel, the very first miracle, or sign, publicly
performed by Jesus is not healing a lame person,
or casting out a demon and or satisfying 5,000
hungry people with a bit of fish and bread. The first
miracle or sign that Jesus performs is turning water
into wine.
Theologian Nancy Rockwell points out that there
are a whole lot of Christians in this country who
wish that Jesus’ first miracle had been turning wine
back into water. Water is a far more useful and
necessary commodity. Water is needed in every
aspect of life. We clean our clothes and houses
and bodies with water. We can’t survive without
water for very long, and water becomes a precious
commodity if our source of water is polluted or
undrinkable.
But normally, wine is considered an extra, an
extravagance, a luxury—whether in the 1st century
or in the 21st century. One can hardly call being
able to refill everyone’s wine glass over and over
and over again a need.
But, here it was three days into a seven day
wedding celebration and already the bridegroom’s
family—who was hosting this wedding
celebration—had run out of wine. Did someone
miscount the number of people attending this
wedding? Did someone underestimate how much
wine all these guests could drink in seven days?
Or was this a signal that the wedding festivities
were about to come to a screeching halt, and the
guests would have to leave sooner than they
intended, and the mood would change from
celebratory to solemn? Would the bride and groom
begin their married life with the embarrassing
memory of a wedding reception sadly cut short due
to lack of wine?
Not if Jesus’ mother had anything to say about it,
and she did say have something to say about it,
and she said it to Jesus. Jesus then gave his
mother a less-than-cordial response. “Woman,
what concern is that to you and to me? My hour
has not yet come.” Volumes have been written
explaining this blunt and discourteous sounding
answer to her, but any way one slices it, Jesus’
response sounds a bit harsh.

But it didn’t deter Mary. Despite Jesus’ response,
at Mary’s command to “do whatever he tells you,”
then at Jesus’ command, “Fill the jars with water,”
.
the servants lugged six stone
jars which could hold
20 or 30 gallons of water down to the closest
watering hole, and filled them with water—to the brim.
Let there be no doubt that to the brim meant no room
to empty in a packet of raspberry Crystal Light.
The servants—and it must have taken quite a few!—
then lugged the six stone jars, which were now each
20 or 30 gallons heavier with water than before, back
to the wedding, and Jesus gave a second
command, “Now draw some out, and take it to the
chief steward.”
So one servant dipped a cup into one of the stone
jars, took it to the chief steward and the chief steward
tasted it. And was impressed. And no doubt
surprised and relieved, because running out of wine
at a wedding would have been a social disaster for
all involved. He took it upon himself to congratulate
the happy but clueless bridegroom—he didn’t know
they were low on wine!—on saving the best for last,
“Other people would have served the good stuff first,
and then pulled out the cheaper wine after everyone
had too much to drink. But look at you! Serving
good wine at the beginning and even better wine as
the celebration winding down!”
Thus, John writes in summary, “Jesus did this, the
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”
All because he turned water into wine. No blind
beggar leaped to his feet after regaining his sight.
No leper danced about in clean skin. No sick child
was brought from death to life. In fact, no one was
the wiser about this miracle except for Mary and the
servants. Nothing seemed out of the ordinary.
Everyone just went on dancing and eating and
celebrating and drinking the most delicious wine
they’d ever tasted.
But if those six stones jars were full of wine and not
water, how then will the people engage in the required
rites of purification? How will they wash their hands
before attending a religious ceremony? How will
they be able to bathe in order to fulfill the Mosaic
requirements of a ritual cleansing? What about the
water?
(continued on page 6)
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Baptism of the Lord/Celebration
of the Lord’s Supper
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7;
Mark 1:4-11

January 14

Second Sunday after Epiphany
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20);
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

January 21 Third Sunday after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12;
1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Trinity Presbyterian Church Staff
Sally Hughes, Pastor
Simon Thomas Jacobs, Music Director
Linda Rogers, Office Manager
Charlie Bundy, Facilities Manager
Session Members
Vira Baker (2020)
Allen Brown (2018)
Bill Dougherty (2020),
Phil Elbert (2019)
Hank Howerton (2020)

January 7

January 28 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

SOUP AND CHILI POTLUCK
ON JANUARY 28

Matthew Rutherford (2019)
Robert Rutherford (2018)
Hank Schomber (2019)
Cindy Turner (2018)

The annual Soup and Chili Potluck luncheon
will take place following worship on January 28.
Please bring your favorite soup and/or chili to
share with others as we combat the winter chill
with warm and filling dishes of soup and chili.

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING ON JANUARY 7

The Fellowship Committee will supply accompaniments (cheese, onions, chips, sour cream,
etc.), breads (including crackers and
cornbread), drinks, and desserts. You can bring
your soup/chili in a serving dish to be kept
warm on the stovetop, in the oven, or in the
warming oven in the kitchen. Despite its name,
the warming oven does not warm up room temperature dishes, but rather keeps them at the
warm or hot temperature until serving time.

The Session has called a Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, January 7 for the purpose of installing the elders to the class of
2020.
These are Vira Baker, Bill
Dougherty, and Hank Howerton.
Also this meeting will serve as the Annual
Congregational Meeting which is conducted
for the purpose of reporting on the business of the church.

Everyone is invited to enjoy good food and good
fellowship. Bring a friend or two -- the variety
of soups and chilis is amazing and delicious!

Please make every effort to be present for
this meeting.
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MUSIC
NOTES

by Simon Thomas Jacobs
Music Director

(The following is reprinted from the Bulletin for the
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and refer to
music performed at that service)

to God in the highest”) is well-suited to
Christmastide, its text deriving from the Angel’s
salutation to the shepherd’s as they proclaimed the
birth of Jesus.The Three Kings by nineteenth-century
German composer Peter Cornelius is often heard
today as an arrangement for choir and soloist by
Sir Ivor Atkins. This evening it will be performed in
its original version as a solo song for baritone and
piano. While the soloist sings of the journey of the
Three Kings and their offering of gifts to the Christ
Child, the piano plays the Epiphany chorale Wie
schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (“How brightly
shines the morning star”)—the two melodies
intertwining most beautifully.

The Christmas Eve Candlelight service opened with
a work by one of England’s musical eccentrics, Peter
Warlock. The Warlock name was, in fact, a
pseudonym reflecting his interest in occult practices
and under which all his works were published. In
addition to his compositions, Warlock made
considerable contributions to musical scholarship
and criticism using his real name, Philip Arnold
Heseltine. Although primarily a composer of song,
he also wrote a number of modest orchestral and
choral works, the enchanting Bethlehem Down being
perhaps one of his best-known choral offerings. The
snappy Benedicamus Domino composed in 1918
functions wonderfully as a Christmas introit, each
verse ending with the proclamation, “Glory! Praise!
God is made man and immortal.”

O Magnum Mysterium is the Matins Responsory
for Christmas Day and is the first of Francis
Poulenc’s Quatre motets pour le temps de Noël
(“Four Christmas Motets”), written sometime
towards the end of 1951. Poulenc’s animated
musical treatment in this collection has been likened
to four vivid and ornate altar panels, each one
encapsulating a different part of the Christmas Story.
The most solemn and haunting of the four motets,
O Magnum Mysterium exquisitely captures the
dimly-lit stable where the animals were first to bear
witness to the new-born child, lying in the manger.

Contemporary American composer, Anthony
Piccolo, is currently engaged at New York City
Opera, where he is an assistant chorus master, a
stage orchestra conductor and the director of the
children’s chorus. Originally from New Jersey, he
studied at the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore,
MD before moving to England for nine years. During
this time he was employed as a singer at a number
of Cathedrals, including Canterbury. It was here that
he wrote his Canterbury Mass: a superb, clean and
efficient setting of the ordinary of the mass. While
this work would most usually be sung in its entirety
during a communion service, the Gloria (“Glory be

In a world so filled with noise and haste, and where
life can often be complicated and stressful, this
deeply spiritual work inspires a more reflective and
calm outlook and reminds us that Christmas is
about a baby, born in the most humble of
surroundings, sent to bring light to the world.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
FOR JANUARY

MICHAEL CUPPERT
PIANO RECITAL

Beginning January 7, the Adult Sunday
School class will study how the Bible came
to be. The class meets at 9:30 a.m. in the
parlor. Rev. Hughes teaches the class.

Michael Cuppett’s piano recital will be Sunday, January 14 at 3 p.m. in the sanctuary.
Join us!

Cindy Turner teaches the children’s class
with the children after they finish the “Time
for Children” in the worship service. They
will study the visit of the Three Kings and
the Journey to Egypt for the first three weeks
of January, then will track the Time for Children Bible themes through the end of February.
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SPECIAL GROUP
ACTIVITY MEETINGS

OFFICE HOURS FOR
SALLY HUGHES
Sally has office hours Tuesday
through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., and also by appointment
if someone needs to come by
earlier or later.

.

***Presbyterian Women meet the first Tuesday
of the month at 10 a.m. in the Trinity parlor. This
month PW will meet on Tuesday, January 2. We
will study Lesson Five“In Community with the Tradition of the Past”, from Cloud of Witnesses: The
Community of Christ in Hebrews. Bring your lunch
for fellowship after the Bible study.
***For the month of January our "Wandering
Presbyterians" (the new name of our adult outing group) will visit Traveler’s Rest with lunch at
Vittle’s. We will leave from the church at 10:00
a.m., combining our cars. If you need to be picked
up from your home, we can do that, too! We would
like to have an idea of how many are going so email or call the church office or sign up in East
Hall.

A BIRTHDAY LIMERICK FOR
SALLY
They put out the pastoral call
To take a mission quite tall
From family fun
They found the right one
To ferry God's love to us all

***You are invited to join the Changing Gears
group for lunch and fellowship at Westminster
Presbyterian on Wednesday, January 17. Reservations for lunch are required by noon on the
Friday before, and there is a $10 charge for lunch.
Call Jill at the Westminster church office (2925526) for reservations or if you’d like more information.

We're so glad you're here
Charlie Bundy
December 17, 2017

2018 PLEDGES
Thanks to everyone who has turned in a
pledge card. If you would like to pledge and
need a card, they are available on the table
in the East Hall or in the church office.
With gratitude for Christ’s gifts of grace
and peace, we are called to practice compassion and forgiveness. Led by the Spirit
and filled with hope, we care for God’s
earth, seek justice for humanity, and teach
the fullness of God’s love. Please give
prayerful consideration to your financial
pledge to the work and worship of Trinity
for 2018!

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Sara Anne Berger 3
Thoma Parker 5
Peter O'Brien 22
Ruth Sims 22
Anna Reside 26
Our apologies if we have missed your birthday or if it is
incorrect. If we have missed or muffed your special day
please call the church office at 297-6513 and let us know.

Fall Issue of the Church Directory is
available in the church office. If you find
corrections that are needed, or if you prefer
not to have your name or certain
information in the directory, please call or
e-mail the office. Also, if you want the
directory as a PDF version, call or e-mail
the office. Note: The directory is for private
use of participants in Trinity’s ministry and
is not to be sent to a mailing list.
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THE ONLINE CALENDAR
For a complete list of activities, visit www.trinitypresnashville.org and click on “church
calendar”. The calendar is updated regularly as activities are added, deleted, or changed.
If your committee or group schedules a meeting using the church’s facilities, please
contact Linda Rogers (297-6513 or linda@trinitypresnashville.org) so your meeting can be
placed on the calendar, or if there is a facilities conflict, it can be resolved before scheduling.

ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Joanna Bransford Thomas
March 2, 1921 - December 6, 2017
“The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms”
___________________________________________________________________________________

ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
David Allison Phillipy
December 26, 1939 - December 16, 2017

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord, blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labors, for their deeds do follow them”

MEMORIAL SERVICE
FOR JOANNA THOMAS
AT WESTMINSTER ON
JANUARY 14

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR
DAVID PHILLIPY TO BE
JANUARY 13
The Rev. David Allison Phillipy, who died December 16, 2017, has been a vital part of the Trinity
family since December, 2007. He and his wife
Carol added so much richness to Trinity’s educational ministry through book studies, special
lecturers, and film discussions. In addition,
David enabled Trinity folks to connect with prisoners and prison ministry, providing prisoners
with a church home. David was a distinct and
faithful presence in the life of Trinity Presbyterian Church and will be missed. A memorial service will be held in the sanctuary on Saturday,
January 13 at 11:00 a.m. A reception and visitation will follow.

Many of us remember Joanna Thomas, who,
along with her husband, Dr. Clarence Thomas
and son John, were longtime members of
Trinity. Joanna died on December 6th. There
will be a memorial service at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, Nashville, TN on Sunday,
January 14th at 2 p.m.. Visitation will follow
the service. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made to the
Westminster Presbyterian Church Legacy
Fund, or to Abe's Garden at Park Manor.

5

ADVENT 2017

The Greens had been hung and Advent began
on December 3, the first Sunday of four Sundays of Advent before the miacle of Christmas
Day.
Matt, Megan, and Evie Rutherford lit the

first candle of Advent. Other lighters
were Cindy Turner and Sofía and Maya
Monterroso (shown above), Jackie Brawner,
Daniel Brawner, and Phil Elbert, and John
McLean, Julie Gallagher, Maddy and Jack
McLean. Advent was transformed into the Nativity of Jesus Christ with the lighting of the Christ
Candle at the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
at 4:30 p.m. vy Vira Baker and Vera Billington.

photos by Hank Schomber

____________________________________________________________________________________

From the pastor (continued from page 1)

Let’s be very clear that Jesus did not perform this
miracle to avert a possible wedding disaster or to
promote drunkenness. He did to reveal the
surprising and abundant grace of God. Like the
wine poured out at the wedding, the grace of God
gladdens the hearts of those who accept it, even if
they don’t know whom to thank. As William Willimon
writes, “The sign precedes the thing itself, points
beyond itself to the real thing. Jesus is among us,
not to provide wine, but to provide glory, and
glorious, brimming life.” And Robert Hotchkiss
writes, “Christians ought to be celebrating
constantly…because we have been liberated from
the fear of life and the fear of death. We ought to
attract people to the church quite literally by the fun
there is in being a Christian.”
What does the first of Jesus’ signs mean for us
today? Well, for one thing, it is so easy to transform
one’s joyful faith into a thousand grim legalisms and
ten thousand sour regulations. True faith is not
obeying religious regulations but true faith is being
filled to the brim with the fullness of God’s grace,
love, Spirit and truth, almost to the point where our
Christian happiness sloshes out into our everyday
lives. Turning water into wine is a sign that our
relationship with Christ and our Christian faith are
abundantly full of the grace of God.
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In verse 11, John writes that “Jesus did this, the
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”
Turning water into wine revealed that our Lord was
able to take that which was less than desirable
and create out of it something delightful. Turning
water into wine revealed that our Lord was able to
take what is weak and make it strong. Turning
water into wine revealed that our Lord was able to
take simple, humble, sinful people like Peter and
Andrew and the other followers and make them
into believers. They believed because they saw
that God’s grace and power in great abundance,
flowing through the everyday occurrences of life.
The grace of God, like that wine, is abundant in our
lives and sweetens every moment. What Jesus
brought to the wedding is what Jesus brings to our
lives: God’s grace that emerges from the least
likely sources and flows freely and abundantly for
us all. What a joyful way for Jesus to begin his
ministry—and what a joyful way for us to live our
lives.

LESSONS AND CAROLS
The service of Lessons and Carols was
December 10. Readings and beautiful
music filled the sanctuary.
Trinity’s choir -- Stephanie Kopel, Sarah
Upchurch, Sara Crigger, Linda Rutherford,
John Manson, Robert Rutherford, Ed
Clegg, and Ben Troxler -- was directed by
Simon Thomas Jacobs in carols, the Linden Waldorf Choir, directed by Laura
Duke, sang a Carol, and Trinity members
read lessons from the Bible. The congregation sang four hymns.
More detailed descriptions of the music
can be read on page 2 in Simon’s Music
Notes column.
Many thanks to Simon for his leadership.

photos by Hank Schomber

WANDERING PRESBYTERIANS AT MERE
BULLES

Twelve “Wandering Presbyterians” from Trinity made their way to Mere Bulles restaurant on
Tuesday, December 19, to enjoy a delicious meal and good company. Festive Christmas garb
was the order of the day and the menu selections were varied. Check with the Friday e-mail and
the Bulletin for announcements of the January location and sign-ups. Rides will be furnished,
either from home or from the church, for anyone who needs one. Everyone is invited to participate -- juniors and seniors, men and women, retired and working.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes

STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION
November 14, 2017
Elders heard a brief review of the 75th Anniversary
Celebration and Luncheon on November 5.
Seventy-two attended the luncheon. A “home
cooked” meal of beef tenderloin, salad and
vegetables was served buffet style. An anniversary
cake was served for dessert
The session
expressed its thanks to the Fellowship Committee
for its work in providing the luncheon.

The Moderator introduced Michael Cuppert who
joined the congregation by reaffirmation of faith.

It was noted a new hymn composed by Trinity choir
member and elder, Robert Rutherford was
introduced during the 75th Anniversary Worship
Service and the following motion was passed:

The moderator reported that Linden Waldorf School
was prepared to begin discussions about a new
lease agreement as soon as possible and urged
Trinity’s Space Needs Task Force complete its work
and begin negotiations.

The Treasurer’s Report for October was received
and approved. The session agreed a follow-up to
the Stewardship Campaign would be made, if
necessary, after the results of “Pledge Sunday,”
November 19, returns were received.

“The Trinity Session acknowledges and expresses
its sincere appreciation on behalf of the congregation
and friends of Trinity to member Robert Rutherford
for his contribution to Trinity’s 75th Anniversary by
his composition and dedication of the hymn “We All
Are One” which was sung at the 75th Anniversary
Morning Worship Service on November 5, 2017.
The session furthermore recognizes with gratitude
Trinity Music Director Simon Thomas Jacobs and
Michael Gebhart for their contribution to arranging
and harmonizing this hymn.”

Rev. Hughes reminded the session she would out
of town Nov. 19 and asked for elders to assist supply
pastor Dr. Jon Roebuck with the Morning Worship
Service that day. Elders Phil Elbert and Bill
Dougherty agreed to assist.
Elders heard a report on the Staff Performance
reviews which were recently completed. The
session approved raises for the Pastor, Office
Manager, Facility Manager and Music Director for
2018. The elders then agreed to continue Trinity’s
tradition of providing staff members with a “Staff Gift”
at Christmas. The Clerk would contact members
and friends.

A report of the organ concert presented by Trinity’s
Music Director and organist, Simon Thomas Jacobs
noted 41 people attended and 25 remained for a
reception afterward. Donations for the Hurricane
Relief Fund in Puerto Rico came to $126.

The next stated meeting of the Session is December
14.
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DECEMBER 17 - CHRISTMAS BREADS
SALLY’S BIRTHDAY

photos by Hank Schomber
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CRECHE DISPLAY AT PASTOR’S HOUSE
which Sally has acquired over the years.
As you can see from the pictures, crêches
were everywhere!

The congregation was invited to the home
of Sally Hughes and Will Berger on December 16 t o view t h e m or e t h an 200 cr êch es

of

photos by Hank Schomber
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AND CHISTMAS
EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

.. .... .... .... ... ...

photos by Hank Schomber
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