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From the Pastor

The holiday season has begun and for some of us,
things can get a little chaotic and disorderly. Every
year I think I’m going to be a leg up on presentbuying and decorating, and every year, I find myself
a “leg down.” It reminds of what my dear mother-inlaw said to me, when I remarked about how the
Christmas season always seems to sneak up on me.
In her kind but matter-of-fact way, she said, “Well,
Sally, did you think about starting earlier?” Ha!
Clearly not!
My lack of organization is one reason why I
appreciate the order and certainty in these opening
verses from John. “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”
We know it; we are familiar with it. It’s like a beautiful
piece of classical music or a favorite painting by one
of the old Masters. It’s a tune we can hum, it’s a
picture we recognize.
One of the orderly, calming things about the first
chapter of John’s gospel is how John starts at
creation, “in the beginning” and winds up in the river
Jordan, near Bethany, where John the Baptist was
preaching and baptizing. Like a movie that opens
with a view of the earth, which then zooms in on one
specific area. John gives us not only the eyes to
see, but the assurance that God’s word was there
before creation, before time, before you, before me,
and now God’s word continues to live and dwell
among us.
That word made flesh means that God came to dwell
as one of us, God came to live and laugh and love
and suffer and die as a person, God, who by
becoming one of us, transformed our lives, our
personalities, our sufferings, our death into grace.
Grace upon grace, as John describes it. In studying,
I discovered that “grace upon grace” wasn’t easy to
translate but—like a beautiful music or a lovely
painting—it can become part of our being, an
assurance for our sometimes chaotic lives.
To someone confined to a wheelchair or whose
health is declining or who feels like her life is slipping
away, grace upon grace is the strengthening
knowledge that even though our outer nature is
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wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed
every day. Grace upon grace is feeling in the very
fiber of our being that this slight momentary affliction
is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison.
To someone who has wreckage or disorder in his
past, or whose sinful behaviors seem to have spun
out of control, or who has little hope that the future
will be any different from the past or present, grace
upon grace is grasping the truth that in Christ we are
new creations, the old has passed away and the new
has come to take its place, and every day we die to
sin and live to righteousness.
To someone who doesn’t feel worthy in the world’s
eyes, mentally or emotionally handicapped, crippled
by poverty or terrible living circumstances, grace
upon grace is the affirmation that God chooses what
is weak to shame the strong, what is foolish to
confound the wise, that the parts of the body which
seems to be less honorable are the ones invested—
in God’s eyes—with greater honor.
Grace upon grace for the person who is lonely or
discouraged are the words, “we do not live to
ourselves, we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we
live to the Lord, if we die, we die to the Lord so then
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”
And at death, grace upon grace is hearing, through
tears of grief, the angel’s words, “why do you seek
the living among the dead? He is risen, he is not
here, just as he said.”
William V. Arnold writes that grace upon grace is a
“recognition of who we are and becoming who we
were created to be, a gift to us, who began with not
even knowing who we were or what we could
become.”
The Word became flesh and dwelled among us, and
now we stand in the light not the darkness. We
experience life not death. We know truth not
falsehood. We live our lives in God’s gracious order,
not the chaos of sin.
As we enter this holiday season, the message of
grace upon grace comes to us through these old,
(continued on next page)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Sara Hughes, Moderator
October 2021 Meeting
The session has approved creating two parttime
positions—one for an office manager and the
second
for
a
bookkeeper.
These
two
positions will replace the current fulltime Office
Manager position which will not be filled following
Linda Rogers’ retirement at the end of the year.
George Ward met with a realtor who agreed to walk
the 0.25 acres on White Oak and come up with some
figures of value of property and report back to
session. The decision on this property will impact
the decision on an offer on a second piece of
property.
Pastor Sally Hughes represented Trinity at the Zoom
Presbyterian Meeting.
Nominating Committee procedure:
Nominating
Committee consists of 2 Elders going off the session
and 3 members of the congregation. Per Sally,
names of nominees from the congregation will come
from Presbyterian Women’s group, Choirs (choral
and hand bell) and the Book Club.
Elder Aad Zeeuw was named Trinity’s Treasurer
beginning 2022.

DECEMBER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE AND LECTIONARY
READINGS
December 5 Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4 and Luke 1:68-79;
Philippians 13-11; Luke 3:1-6
December 12 Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Isaiah 12:2-6;
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a and Luke 1:47-55
or Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10;
Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)
December 26 First Sunday of Christmas
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 and
Psalm 148;
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52
__________________________________

Motion made and seconded to have a Project Thrive
event (commercial vendors and Trinity members
bake sale) on Sunday, December 5th, 2021, from
2:00-4:00 pm. Event is named Trinity Holiday Market
and Bake Sale. (The date was later changed to
Saturday, December 4.)
Linda Rogers’ retirement reception will be Sunday,
December 19th, from 2-4 pm.
Liability insurance for the Linden Waldorf Leadership
Academy next summer will be the responsibility of
LWS. Fees from the camp will go to LWS and not
be split between church and school. 125 children
each week will attend between July and August.
Sally will meet with LWS to get more information
Discussion to make the wearing of masks to be worn
during worship as optional, but it eventually decided
not to change the mask mandate at this time
because of the ever-changing status of the Covid
Virus in this area.
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familiar, comforting words that “in the beginning,
was the Word,” and “that Word became flesh and
dwelled among us, full of grace and truth.” Even as
in the beginning, God brought order out of chaos at
creation, God brings order out of our lives through
the gift of grace upon grace, a savior who is Jesus
Christ our Lord.

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE ON DECEMBER 24
Our Christmas Eve service will be on Friday,
December 24, 2021 at 5 PM in the sanctuary. We
will sing Christmas carols, hear traditional scripture
readings, special music, have a children's time, and
end the service with the lighting of LED candles (a
slight change from a live flame which has to be blown
out!).
Masks will be required for this service, and provided
at the entrances if anyone needs one.

TRINITY HOLIDAY MARKET
AND BAKE SALE ON
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4,
FROM 2 TO 4 P.M.
Join us outdoors in front of the church for a delightful
and delicious 2-hour holiday market, with local
food/craft vendors and a children’s craft activity.

There will be church tours and music in the
sanctuary. Proceeds from the bake sale will go
toSafe Haven Family Shelter. Members of Trinity are
invited and encouraged to help with this fun way
of“introducing” ourselves to the community. If you
would like to volunteer to help call the church office
(615-297-6513). Also, you may contact Vira Baker if
you would like to provide something for the bake
sale. For more information on how you can be
involved, talk with any of the Project Thrive team
members are: Vira Baker, Abby Crawford, Phil
Elbert, Bob Guest, Benita Sims, Jack Slagle and Aad
Zeeuw.

STEWARDSHIP LETTERS AND PLEDGE CARDS HAVE BEEN
MAILED
If you did not receive one, or if you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive one, please let the
church office know. The Finance Committee reminds folks that creating an automatic bank draft from your
bank to Trinity is an easy way to contribute, especially during these COVID days. Contact your bank
about how to do this, or Aad Zeeuw or Linda Rutherford. Our congregational giving has been wonderful
and generous, and we thank you, and hope that 2022 will enable us to put our church’s money to work for
God’s service!

PRAYER TIME
On Friday mornings, Sally Hughes offers a Facebook Live prayer time beginning at 8:30 AM. This prayer time
includes concerns and people for which we pray on Sunday, as well as any provided by members or friends.
The prayer time consists of opening words of scripture, a psalm reading, then prayer, and concludes with the
Lord's prayer. If you are a Facebook member, you can submit prayer requests via the comments, and if you
are not, you can send them via text to Sally (615-594-5765) or email. These Facebook prayer times will NOT
be saved on the Facebook page as our worship services are saved. After Friday prayer, Sally will offer a brief
meditation from J. Ellsworth Kalas' book, The Pleasure of God: Finding Grace in the Ordinary. The Lord's
prayer and benediction will mark the break between prayer time and meditation time, if you are interested in
one and not the other

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jane Cooper – 1

Gennette Norman – 22

Marceline Bates – 9

Hank Howerton – 23

Daniel Brawner – 10

Barbara McClure – 24

George Ward – 10

Jack Staple - 31

Sally Hughes – 17

HANDBELL CHOIR
If you are interested in learning how to play the handbells and being part of a handbell choir, please let Will
Berger know or leave a message at the church office (615-297-6513).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our next meeting will be December 7 at 10:30 a,m, covering Lesson 4 , “Ruth and Loyal Love”, from What My
Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning from the Women in Matthews’s Genealogy of Jesus. Call the church
office if you need a study book, which is $10.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESUMED!
Adult Sunday School has resumed at 9:45 a.m. until 10:15 a.m. in the Parlor, with Sally Hughes as the leader.
For the Sundays of Advent, we will study Incarnation, Adam Hamilton’s Advent book.

RETIREMENT RECEPTION FOR LINDA
On Sunday, December 19, we will honor Linda Rogers as she retires as Trinity’s office manager. Linda has
worked for Trinity since 2008. We will have a reception from 2 – 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, which will
include refreshments, Christmas caroling, and a chance to chat with Linda!

WANT TO GIVE A BICYCLE?
Neighbor Carole Sergeant posted that Catholic Charities is collecting bicycles (in decent condition) to help
Afghan men get to their jobs. She is willing to take those donations at her home; contact the church office for
Carole’s address. Also, Walmart has bicycles on sale if you want to financially contribute instead.

CALLING ALL BOX TOPS!
Box Tops for Education help Linden Waldorf School! Every little bit adds up to aid in the
purchase of necessary school supplies. You can scan receipts and upload them to the Box
Tops app!

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be Thursday, December 9 at 6
p.m. in the parlor. The book for the December
Meeting is Jamaica Inn by Daphne Du Maurier. If
you would like to be on the email list for the book
club,
please
let
Carla
McDonough (carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net) or
Katy Wilson (katybwilson@gmail.com) know

SWEET TREATS FROM
ABBY
You can now find Mountain Laurel Bakeshop at
several farmer's markets throughout the week! Abby
will be at 12 South Farmer's Market on Tuesdays
from 4-7 and Crieve Hall Farmer's Market on
Thursdays from 4-7. If you would like to know what's
on the menu this week or to put in a special order,
email her at abby@mountainlaurelbakeshop.com

HELP FOR VICTIMS OF
FLOODING DISASTER IN
WAVERLY
Thanks to everyone who donated items to help those
who experienced the catastrophic flooding in the
town of Waverly, in Humphreys County. The
immediate needs of food, water and supplies have
been met, but there continues to be a great need for
financial resources. You may write a check to Trinity
Presbyterian Church, noting “Waverly flood” in the
memo line, and we will send the collected funds to

the Presbytery for distribution to those in need in the
Waverly area.

IF YOU WISH TO ENTER THE
CHURCH DURING THE WEEK
If you’re coming to the church during the week,
please call the church office (615-297-6513) and
leave a message so we can call you back) or text
(615-594-5765) in advance to plan when you’re
coming by. Staff are often not within earshot of the
doorbell or may be working remotely and we don’t
want to miss you! call.
Linden Waldorf School is in session. Due to car lines
for drop off (includes COVID 19 temperature check)
and pick up, you may want to plan your trips to the
church to avoid these times:
7:45 – 8:30 a.m.
12:20 – 12: 50 p.m.
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
We're grateful to have our school friends using our
property but even more grateful if we don't get tied
up in school traffic!

LATEST COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
The CDC has recommended that even vaccinated folks should wear masks indoors, as well as practice social
distancing. As COVID cases are on the rise in Davidson County, members of the congregation should wear
masks on Sunday during worship, use hand sanitizer and practice social distancing. We will sing through our
masks! Wearing masks is small price to pay to remain healthy. If you have not been vaccinated, please do! We
will continue to offer Face Book Live worship as a worship option. We’ll keep monitoring the CDC guidelines and
on a week to week basis, decide about worship.

TRINITY TRACKINGS
Congratulations to Laurel and Nick Goldin upon the birth of their son, James Adler Goldin, on November 16,
2021. Proud grandparents are Doug and Carol Milam.
John and Mary Lu Kells enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner in New Orleans.
Jackie Elbert, Sandy McRae, Kim McRae and Kim's mother enjoyed a "girls' night out" over the holidays.
All of the Rutherfords gathered for Thanksgiving dinner at the home of Matt and Megan Rutherford: Matt,
Megan, Evie, Lillian, Rob, Amber, Xander, Linda and Robert. Good times!
Aad Zeeuw took a trip to Virginia for his son's birthday.
Cindy Turner's son and his wife welcomed a new son on Wednesday.
Hank and Carol Howerton enjoyed having their children and grandchildren, and their children's in-laws for
Thanksgiving dinner.

HELP FOR THE AFGHAN
FAMILY
If you’d like to help the Afghan family, here are website
links to ways you can
help: https://tnrefugees.org/index.php/meet-our-partners/
Resettlement (NICE) Nashville International Center for
Empowerment: empowernashville.org
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Nashville: cctenn.org
Partner in English language instruction - TN Language
Center: tfli.org/esl-to-go/
Health Care - Siloam Health: siloamhealth.org

HOW TO HELP HAITI
GIVE: Gifts can be made by phone at (800)
872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed
to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box
643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
PRAY: As this earthquake continues to
cause destruction and loss of life, please

pray with us that the communities affected
by this event and those offering assistance
will be strengthened, have their needs met
and be reminded of the hope found in God.
Through PC(USA) Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), we can join together to help
our neighbors in Haiti who are struggling
following another devastating earthquake.

GOODWILL BINS
There is a bin in the Fellowship Hall if you would like
to make donations with the guidelines below. When
a bin is full and picked up, the church will receive a
Goodwill gift card that the church can provide to
someone who has needs. Only gently used items
can be donated
 no tube televisions or electronics
 no children's toys or beds
 items must be clean and have no pet hair
 all items must fit inside the bins
Thank you.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR
SENIORS IN NEED
Trinity is providing wish list gifts through the FiftyForward Senior Center program. The Angel Tree is
in the East Hall, decorated with gift tags that you can
take and purchase the item(s). There is a list to sign
indicating what gifts(s) you have chosen to

buy. Gifts need to be delivered to the church
office by Sunday, December 12. Please include
the gift tag when you bring the gift to the office. It
would be a great help if you’re willing to wrap the
item(s). Also, if you’re purchasing a clothing item,
it’s helpful to include a receipt which allows
exchanging for a different size if necessary. Thank
you for making a difference for someone this
Christmas.

