THE TRINITY TIMES
THE NEWSLETTER OF TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2021 2021 2021

August 2022

From the Pastor

When Will and I served churches in North Carolina,
we lived near the Cape Fear River, which gave me
the opportunity to go fishing now and then. My
fishing partner in North Carolina was a 78 year old
man named James.
Now James–a lifelong bachelor–decided at the age
of 69 to get married to Maggie, much to the dismay
of his sister, Catherine. It had been Catherine’s plan
to take care of James for the rest of his life, but this
was clearly NOT James’ desire. Catherine, by the
way, could have been James’ twin, except she had
a moustache and James didn’t. Maggie, on the other
hand, was quite attractive, a widow, sociable, and
was very attentive to James. At least–until they got
married. After they married, Maggie’s true
personality began to emerge. She was–how shall I
put this delicately?–a handful.
Maggie, for example, would begin every
conversation with, “My first husband, Bob Marshall,
“ as if there was anyone in this small community who
didn’t know Maggie had been married before she
married James. She said it one breath:
“myfirsthusbandbobmarshall” and as soon as you
heard it, you knew that you were going to hear a
story from Maggie’s former life, back when she
alleged to be a popular, vivacious young woman.
People in that community believed that Bob Marshall
arranged for his heart to stop beating just so he
could get away from Maggie, but that’s just rumor of
course.
So Maggie and James were married, and while it
was not a marriage made in heaven, James would
never have considered divorce. They simply went
their individual ways: Maggie played bridge, talked
on the phone, and watched television; James loved
to drive his vintage 1965 Mustang, go duck hunting,
and go fishing.
Now I believe that James fished because he loved
the way the river looked early in the morning, when
the dew rose like steam above the surface of the
river. James fished because he loved being the
sound of the water and the skill of casting his line.
But I’m also quite certain James fished because he
needed a break from Maggie!

I was teaching a Bible study at nearby church when
someone came in to tell me that James had died.
This person told me that James had just climbed
behind the wheel of his pick up truck, had a heart
attack and died. I headed over to James’ and
Maggie’s home.
When I arrived, there was Maggie, elegantly dressed
in a black outfit she no doubt had kept in the dry
cleaners bag in her closet since Bob Marshall’s
death. The home was full of people, all devoted to
James, utterly devastated by his sudden death.
Maggie, treasuring her role as the grieving widow,
greeted visitors at the door, and then sank back
down onto the couch to wipe away a tear.
As I stood there with the folks from my church, I
heard the sound of a duck quacking. It only took a
moment to realize that the duck sound was coming
from the telephone that James had recently
purchased–a telephone in the shape of a duck,
which quacked for the ring, and was answered by
grasping the upper part of the duck’s body and
saying, “hello?” into the lower end of the duck.
Someone answered the duck phone and handed it
to Maggie, who, in all her stylish grief, stood there,
speaking into the body of the duck. As if she had
practiced it a thousand times, she spoke low and
dramatically into the underbelly of the duck, “Oh,
thank you so much for calling! Yes, it’s quite a shock,
quite a shock.. .” and off she walked, gravely cradling
the duck against her rouge-painted cheek.
The sight of Maggie, crispy attired in black, speaking
oh-so-solemnly into a telephone receiver shaped
like a duck was too much for the group of us standing
there. Like little children, we all started to laugh, and
turned away so Maggie wouldn’t see us. Others
around the table stared at us in horror, but then
caught the humor as soon as they caught sight of
Maggie. A couple of the men had to leave the house
and go outside, they were laughing so hard. All of us
agreed that had to have been for just such a
improbable sight that James had ordered that
particular phone. (continued on last page)
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SESSION NOTES
Moderator: Sally Hughes
Summer 2022
A Congregational Meeting was called to order during
the worship service on April 3, 2022 to review the
report from the nominating committee and vote on
elders for the Class of 2024. The committee
nominated Betsy Bond, Roger Cunningham, and
Aad Zeeuw. No additional nominees were brought
forth from the congregation. Motion made and
seconded to approve the slate presented for the
Class of 2024.
At its May 24 meeting the Session approved
placing signs indicating the lower parking lot off
limits between hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
weekdays.
The Treasurer’s report through April was approved.
The session received an appraisal on a quarter
acre of property on White Oak which an individual
offered to purchase. Based on the appraisal and
the purchase price offered the session turned down
the offer.

AUGUST WORSHIP SCHEDULE
AND LECTIONARY READINGS
August 7 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20;
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8 – 8-16;
Luke 12:32-40 .
August 14 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2
Hebrews 11:1129—12:2; Luke 12:49-56
August 21 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71;1-6;
Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
August 28

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 2:4-13;
Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16;
Luke 14:1 7-14.

John Petrel with Immanuel Stain Glass is
waiting on window frame so the Chapel
Window repair can be completed.
Presbytery received Michael Cuppett for
ordination and he will be ordained on Sunday,
June 12th, 2022 at Trinity Presbyterian Church
Severe drainage issues behind educational
wing of church building are occurring during
moderate
to
heavy
rainfall.
Crunk
Engineering has provided a proposal to cover
the scope of work necessary to map the
church property site and complete a
hydrological design necessary to convey
water around existing buildings and away
from the basement and well area. The
session would like a more detailed expense
breakdown before making a decision on how
to proceed. Sally will reach out to Crunk
Engineering for more information. Bob Guest
also knows some construction companies
where church can obtain a second bid on
drainage work.
There is a need to repair/paint gutters. The
gutter person contacted did not send estimate
before the meeting. There will be a call and
follow up. (continued on following page)

(continued from preceding page)
.
LWS requested another outdoor pavilion behind the
educational building. The Session decided to hold off on the
request at this time until drainage issues noted above are
resolved as well as other questions that need to be
addressed and answered.
The freezer in church kitchen stopped working. The
purchase of a new freezer was approved.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Norma DeJarnette – 7

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S
BIBLE STUDY
PW is taking a hiatus for the summer months and
will resume monthly meetings on Tuesday,
September 6, in the parlor. The study book for 2223 is Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of
Rest and Delight. If you would like a study book for the
year,
please
let
Judy
Schomber
know
(schomberstat@aol.com) so the books can be ordered
in time for the first meeting, September 3 at 10:30 a.m.
in the parlor.

HELP FOR THE AFGHAN
FAMILY
The coordinator for the Afghan families who have
been brought to Nashville, has made a request for
cloth, thread and sewing notions. Gift cards to
Kroger are also welcome. You may bring sewing
machines, as well as remnants of cloth. Please
bring these items to the church and we'll get them
to the person who is coordinating donations for the
Afghani folks. Also, there is still a need for bicycles-new or used.

THE NEW SUMMER
CHURCH
DIRECTORY

You can find printed copies at various spots
around Trinity’s campus, including the church
office, and in East Hall. If you would like a largeprint version, please let our office manager,
Peyton Chandler, know via e-mail
(www.trinitypresnashville.org).

Susan Ward–7
Sofia Monterroso..-11
Frances Burns – 13
Harrison Elbert– 14
Judy Schomber- 21
Eric Hobson – 24
John Kells – 28
Betsy Bond - 29

TRINITY’S NACOME
RETREAT
Trinity’s NaCoMe retreat is scheduled
for all day
Saturday, September,
hrough lunch on Sunday, September
18. To give Sally an accurate count of
all who plan to come, please sign the
NaCoMe retreat sheet which will be at
both sanctuary entrances/exits, or let
the church office know.
Phone: (615) 297-6513
E-mail: office@trinitypresnashville.o

HOW TO HELP UKRAINE
Financial Support for the People of Ukraine can be
given through the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
found on the PCUSA website at pda.pcusa.org.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Adult Sunday School will continue in August,
beginning at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor. The study
theme will be chosen at the first Sunday.

COVID GUIDANCE
According to the latest CDC update, Davidson County is
considered "high" in the spread of COVID-19.
Accordingly, masks will be required, and will be provided
at each entrance. Hand sanitizer will also be available at
the entrances. We will refrain from passing the plate or
attendance books until a bit more time has passed. If you
have not been vaccinated or had a booster shot, please
do! We will continue to offer Facebook Live worship as a
worship option.

GOODWILL BINS AT TRINITY

TRINITY BOOK CLUB

There are bins in the Fellowship Hall behind the
partition if you would like to donate clean clothing or
small functioning household items (no TV’s or
electronics). When a bin is full and picked up, the
church will receive a Goodwill gift card that the
church can provide to someone who has needs.

The next meetings of the Trinity Book Club will
be Thursday, August 11 at 6 p.m. in the parlor.
The book for August is The Hope of Glory by Jon
Meacham.

DONATE YOUR OLD
LICENSE PLATE!
If you are getting a new Tennessee license plate and
would like to dispose of your old license plate, we
will have a box in the back of the sanctuary in which
to collect them. Eric Hobson creates bird houses
using old license plates as the lids and would love to
have your old plate!

THE SONG SPOT MUSIC
LESSONS ON MUSIC ROW

If you would like to be on the e-mail list for the
Book Club, please let Carla McDonough
(carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net)
or
Katy
Wilson (katywilson@gmail.com) know.
Preview of upcoming books:
September 8 – The Little Paris Bookshop
by Nina George
October 13 – Surviving Savannah
by Patti Callahan

PRAYER & REFLECTION
TIME

Choir singer, Dana, is offering private music lessons
for voice, guitar, piano, and ukulele at her studio, The
Song Spot. Dana specializes in beginner singers and
instrumentalists in various genres. Free 30-min
consultation offered.
Email thesongspotus@gmail.com or
visit www.thesongspot.us for more information!

On Fridays at 8:30 a.m., Sally offers prayer time
and reflection via Facebook Live. If you have
prayer concerns that you would like included in
the prayer time, please text or email Sally
(sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org)

JOIN IN COMMUNITY
COMPOSTING

We hope Trinity Presbyterian Church members are
availing themselves of this convenient opportunity
to contribute to the wider, community goal of zero
waste. If anyone wishes to meet for a quick talk
about composting, please let Sally know and we’ll
set it up.
Because of you, the community has this space.
And, as always, Hillsboro-West End and
surrounding neighborhoods, CMs Allen and Cash,
and Metro Beautification and Environment, are so
very thankful for TPC’s partnership in stewardship

So far, we have a nice amount of compost being
created in two holding bins, with a third bin
containing a shovel for mixing, a self-log and pen,
and a bag of dry browns/leaves for layering in the
compost bins. Word is getting out, and neighbors
are now learning to drop off at their convenience.
We strive to, and often do, have a volunteer
present for part of Saturday mornings.

_____________________________________

FOOD FOR THE SOUL
Trinity will be participating in a local ministry to
address childhood hunger I Middle Tennessee. We
will be working with “Food for the Soul”, an agency
that provides children in the Metro-Davidson County
area with food for the weekend during the school
year. Our first time to pack bags will be Sunday,
August 7, following Fellowship time. We need at
least 15 volunteers to pack the bags provided by
“Food for the Soul,” which also supplies the
food for the bags. The cost for the year (20222023) will be $9000 to provide food for 50 students
at a school in Antioch. If you would like to make a
financial contribution to this important ministry,
please do so! We need hands, hearts and finances
to combat hunger in our area.

From the Pastor

(continued from page 1)
Maggie-on-the-duck-phone was the very sign those
of us who loved James needed to see. We were now
at peace, assured that James was now happily

fishing on the river of the water of eternal life, and
that he wanted us to be as happy as he.

READ PRESBYTERY ENEWS
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee’s eNews. Stay
connected with our Presbytery by exploring their
latest eNews. www.presbyterymiddleennessee.org
SAVE THE DATES!
Trinity’s 80/80 Celebration (80 years past/80
years ahead) on Sunday, November 6, 2022
Trinity’s 2nd Annual Holiday Market on Saturday,
December 3, 2022 from 2 – 4 p.m.

Steve Nunn
(died July 22, 2022)
“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord, blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds do follow them”

MICHAEL CUPPETT’S ORDINATION
June 12, 2022

LINDA ROGERS’ FAREWELL PARTY
June 12, 2022

