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From the pastor
Many years ago, Will decided to grow tomatoes.
Now, in order to understand the significance of this
decision, you have to understand that Will doesn’t
like tomatoes. Not raw ones, anyway. He’s quick
to tell you that he likes tomatoes cooked in stuff
like in Italian and Mexican foods, but unlike me, he
doesn’t like a plate full of sliced tomatoes, or a
tomato sandwich, or tomatoes cut up into a salad,
or tomatoes stuffed with tuna salad or feta cheese,
or simply eating a tomato whole like one eats an
apple! (I could go on and on about how much I love
tomatoes, like the character in Forrest Gump who
goes on and on about shrimp, but I won’t.)
So, years ago Will decided to grow tomatoes, and
since he had never grown anything like that at all, it
was an adventure–an adventure that yielded a
marvelous crop of delicious tomatoes. Not since
our days in North Carolina, when every single
member of our church had a large garden and kept
us stocked all summer long in produce, had our
family enjoyed the daily taste of homegrown
tomatoes. The thing I remember about Will’s first
crop of tomatoes is that because he had never
grown tomatoes before, he didn’t anticipate any
glitches, he simply confronted problems as they
came along. By the second year, he remembered
what worked and what didn’t work. By his third
year, he was consulting the internet on how to find
and kill tomato worms (awful, awful creatures!) and
sometimes being puzzled to discover a beautifullooking tomato which, upon closer inspection, had
a bad spot or looked partially eaten. As the years
have gone by, Gardener Will has learned to do
more of some things and less of other things
yielding a bumper crop of tomatoes. Thus far, they
have been excellent to eat. I see many more green
ones in waiting. Under Will’s watchful eye, they
promise to be part of my daily diet in the days to
come.
I’m going to go on record as saying that Will’s first
year of growing tomatoes was the most fruitful,
figuratively and literally. I don’t think he grew better
tomatoes; but I think the excitement, wonder and
risk of trying to grow tomatoes produced a season
of the most delicious fruit. There was an eagerness
and anticipation which accompanied every yellow
blossom that appeared, every tiny green tomato
bud, every decision of whether that tomato was
ripe for the picking. There was a fascination with
each problem that arose and satisfaction when that

problem was solved (or surrendered as
unsolvable!). The entire tomato-growing season
was covered in a kind of happy amazement and
pride that the tomatoes we were enjoying were the
ones Will planted and tended.
Obviously, every tomato season can’t be the first
season. The subsequent growing seasons produce
good fruit, but less excitement, more routine, and
tougher problems (why some green tomatoes
inexplicably drop on the ground). The fruit in this
twelfth is no less tasty than the “first fruits” but we’re
not as amazed anymore. We can now compare
and contrast one season with another. We’re still
thankful for the tomatoes, but also more impatient
for them to ripen.
As I think about Will’s tomatoes, I think about church
life at Trinity. We are often wistful for those “first
fruits,” the early days of the church when every
service, class, or special event offered was covered
in a kind of happy amazement. Problems were as
new as the church, and nothing was routine. Now,
after 77 years as a church, we tend to compare
and contrast
the seasons, become a little wistful,
.
and wonder if the fruit will ever taste as good as it
did in the past.
I’ll admit that the memory of first fruits makes them
seem like they tasted better, but Trinity is entering a
growing season that is exciting and challenging, I
believe the current crop will be every bit as tasty as
the first fruits. Our guidance for our current growing
season is not to look back at last season’s crop,
but to look forward to Christ, who by his resurrection
is himself the “first fruits.” Christ gives us the Spirit
that we ourselves may bear the fruits of the Spirit:
love, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. It is an
adventure, or should be, because life as a disciple
of Christ is never dull or routine. And we are assured,
by looking to Christ and living by the Spirit, that the
promise of beautiful fruit here at Trinity is an ongoing
reality, and can be enjoyed in this and every growing
season.
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August 4 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost/
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-8, 43;
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

The Trinity Times is published monthly. We welcome news
items and other contributions from members and friends
of Trinity. Bring your articles to the church or e-mail them
to the editor, Judy Schomber (schomberstat@aol.com),
by the 20th of the month for the following month’s newsletter.

August 11 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
Hebrews 11:1-3,8-16; Luke 1:32-40
August 18 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19;
Hebrews11:29--12:2; Luke 12:49-56

Trinity Presbyterian Church Staff
Sally Hughes, Pastor
William E. Berger, Minister of Music
Linda Rogers, Office Manager
Charlie Bundy, Facilities Manager

August 25 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17

Session Members
Vira Baker (2020)
Hank Howerton (2020)
Vera Billington (2021)
Paul Parker (2021)
Bill Dougherty (2020),
Matt Rutherford (2019)
Phil Elbert (2019)
Hank Schomber (2019)
Aad Zeeuw (2021)

Do you enjoy singing? We
invite those who wish to be
part of our music ministry
to do so by contacting Will
Berger at
will_berger@bellsouth.net.
If you have special gifts to
offer we encourage them.
The Trinity choir begins its
year in September so there
is still time to volunteer to
lend your voice.

CALL FOR MORE
SUMMER SINGERS!
Come sing with the Trinity Summer Singers in August! We gather each Sunday morning at 10:40 to go over something familiar
(usually a hymn) to sing in worship. Everyone is welcome for as many Sundays as you
can be there

VOICE LESSONS
AVAILABLE
Mark Thress, who has sung with us in the
past and also teaches at Belmont, has
openings to give voice lessons. Mark also
runs Vocal 360 Global, which is an artist
mentorship program. If you, or someone you
know is interested, you may contact him at
thress.mark@gmail.com, or contact Will who
can contact him as well.
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INFORMATIVE PROGRAMS SET FOR
AUGUST
Join us on Sunday, August 18, following worship
for a presentation called “Composing Your
Legacy”. The discussion will be led by Robert Hay,
Jr., our Ministry Relations Officer from the Presbyterian Foundation. Lunch will be available.

The month of August is filled with guest speakers
and informative topics for all of Trinity’s folks. On
August 4, Rudy Kalis, retired sports director at
WSMV, and member of Westminster Presbyterian
Church, will speak to the Adult Sunday School class
at 9:30 a.m. His topic will be the prison ministry
in which he participates weekly. Trinity has for
many years been a part of various programs at
Riverbend, including clothing drives, Christmas
gift bag program, support for newly released inmates, and special worship services for the inmates.
Rudy’s presentation will give us a chance to reconnect with this mission.

What is your faith
legacy? We all stand
on the shoulders of
the saints that came
before us. God calls
each of us to "bear
fruit that is lasting"
(John 15:16). What
will you leave behind
for the next generation.

On August 11, after worship, Keith King from Alice
Hospice will give a presentation on Alive Hospice
and answer questions. Lunch will be available for
those attending.
Robert Hay

Please plan to be present for these difficult but
important topics for our congregation to discuss

CASSEROLE POTLUCK ON AUGUST 25 TO CELEBRATE
‘WELCOME SUNDAY’
or during worship. Homemade or purchased
dishes are both good to bring. Vegetarian and
gluten-free selections will be available.

We are celebrating “Welcome Sunday” -- an
occasion to get to know visitors, invite friends
and neighbors to join us, get to know newer
members, and to welcome back everyone who
has been away from us during the summer -on Sunday, August 25, following worship in the
Fellowship Hall. It will be a casserole potluck
luncheon amd you are invited to bring your favorite casserole to share.

If you would also like to bring your recipe, the
Fellowship Committee will duplicate it for distribution to everyone. Just turn it in to one of
the Fellowship Committee members and copies will be made during the luncheon.
The Fellowship Committee will provide salad,
bread, dessert, and drinks, as well as plates,
cups, condimets, and serving dishes and utensils. Casseroles may be hot, cold, or room temperature as you usually serve them. Dishes may
be kept warm in the warming oven in the
kitchen. A limited number of dishes may be
baked in the two ovens in the kitchen before
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ADULT EDUCATION IN AUGUST
The Adult Sunday school class invites you to join it at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor On August 4,
Rudy Kalis will speak about prison ministry.
On Sundays, August 11, 18 and 25, the class class is continuing the study of The Historical
Jesus with Will Berger teaching. We're going behind the four gospels (and other sources)
to gain a picture of the person, Jesus of Nazareth, in his real life setting in first century
Palestine. We'll sample various conversations about Jesus' life, background, his ministry
and his relationship to John the Baptist, his message, his mighty deeds, his disciples, his
teaching and his disagreements with other teachers of his day. The foundation of this
study is the multi-volume work by John Meier called "A Marginal Jew: Re-thinking the Historical Jesus." As an introduction you may want to purchase Jesus, a Very Brief History by
Helen K. Bond. We will also watch a video featuring the late Peter Jennings.

SIGN UP FOR NaCoMe!
September 13, 14 and 15 is Trinity's weekend
at NaCoMe. This year, while folks can come
down and get settled into their cabins on Friday night, we won't begin our weekend activities until Saturday morning with breakfast in
the dining hall. We'll enjoy activities on Saturday, and then worship with First, Dickson in
the NaCoMe chapel at 11:00 a.m. followed by
Sunday lunch at NaCoMe. In order to complete
our reservation, we need to have an idea of
how many folks will be coming to NaCoMe and
for what length of time. Please sign the sheet
in East Hall or in the narthex so we can make
our reservation! And, as always, if you would
like to come to NaCoMe for just Saturday lunch
or Sunday worship/Sunday lunch, please let
us know!

staff photos
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes

STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION: May 28, 2019
The session acknowledged the 17 people who
participated in the church May 18 work day and noted
a smaller group participated a few days during the
week and the following Saturday. The session
requested a note of thanks be sent to Pam Reed for
her efforts to repaint the brick walls at the front of
the sanctuary.

needs confirmed. Elders Vira Baker and Vera
Billington were elected as Trinity’s representatives.
Those assisting at the meeting were encouraged
to wear their new Trinity t-shirts.
The conversation among representatives of Trinity
and Linden Waldorf School held May 20, was
reviewed. It was felt that it was time well spent and
both sides were encouraged. The Linden folks
reported that not only administrators and staff, but
also parents were pleased with the school’s location
and relationship with Trinity. The Linden Board
expressed its desire to remain at Trinity and are
interested in exploring joint activities with the church.

The pastor distributed a report of ideas that came
out of the May 5 Congregational Conversation and
noted that the Healthy Churches committee is
reviewing the list and will be paring them down for
further discussion.
Trinity’s responsibilities as host of the May 30
Presbytery Meeting were reviewed and staffing

SUMMER WORSHIP AT TRINITY

Summer singers perform an offertory hymn each week.
First Sunday Fellowship provides a bounty after worship. Beautiful flowers adorn the sanctuary. Re.Amy
Harkness filled the pulpit on June 30 when Sally and
Will were on vacation (Dr. Jon R. Roebuck was guest
pastor on June 23.)

photos by Hank Schomber
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OFFICE HOURS FOR
SALLY HUGHES
Sally has office hours Tuesday
through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., and also by appointment
if someone needs to come by
earlier or later.
DIRECTORY UPDATES
Mary Virginia Bond
Inspired Living at Lakewood Ranch
5424 Lena Road #142
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211
Cell Phone: 813-260-6629

SPECIAL GROUP
ACTIVITY MEETINGS
***Wandering Presbyterians are invited to participate in the August 11 and 18 programa following worship see article on page 3). Interested?
Sign up in the East Hall, call the office at 615-2976513, or e-mail office@trinitypresnashville.org..
***Presbyterian Women meet the first Tuesday
of the month September through May at 11 a.m.
in the Trinity parlor. The study book beginning in
September is Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh
Look at the Ten Commandments. We will cover
the Introduction and Lesson One, “Words of Love:
I Am Your God; You Shall Have No Others” at the
first meeting of the year, September 3.
Study books are published and shipped in August.
If you would like a study book, please let Judy
Schomber or Linda Rogers know so that your
book can be ordered in time. The regular study
book is $10 and the large print edition is $15.00
photos by Hank Schomber

AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
Evelyn Biggers - 4
Norma DeJarnette - 7
Susan Ward - 7
Sofia Monterroso - 11
Frances Burns - 13
Harrison Elbert - 14
Judy Schomber - 21
Eric Hobson - 24
Our apologies if we have missed your birthday or if it is
incorrect. If we have missed or muffed your special day please
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call the church office at 297-6513 and let us know.

We were proud to have Music Director Will Berger
at the piano and in the pulpit as a substitue for
Sally on July 28. His excellent sermon was on
the request to Jesus to “Teach us to pray”.

THE ONLINE CALENDAR
For a complete list of activities, visit www.trinitypresnashville.org and click on “church
calendar”. The calendar is updated regularly as activities are added, deleted, or changed.
If your committee or group schedules a meeting using the church’s facilities, please
contact Linda (297-6513 or office@trinitypresnashville.org) so your meeting can be placed
on the calendar, or if there is a facilities conflict, it can be resolved before scheduling.

TRINITY TRACKINGS

If you have any news or announcements to share
with the congregation, please pass them along to
Sally via e-mail or word-of-mouth or drop a note
in the offering plate on Sunday so they may be
shared in the next Trinity Trackings column. Any
and all tidbits of news are welcome!
Susan Brockett is enjoying a trip with family in Europe,including a river cruise, .
Sally visited San Diego California with her longtime friend Betsy Bond
Allen Brown made the trip to Omaha, Nebraska, where he watched Vanderbilt’s
baseball team win the NCAA Championship.
Hank and Judy Schomber’s daughter, Tamara, visited from Richmond Virginia for a
few days and worhipped with us on July 21
Aad Zeeuw’s grandson visited from The Netherlands
Will Berger and daughter Mary recently visited his folks in Mississippi.

LETTER FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESBYTERY OF
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
June 5, 2019
Dear Sally and the Saints of Trinity Presbyterian Church,
On behalf of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee, Ray and I wish to express our gratitude
and appreciation to you and the members of Trinity Presbyterian Church for the marvelous and seemingly effortless way you hosted us on May 30. We were all greeted warmly
and personably, gently guides to where we needed to be, helped by great signage, offered
hot coffee and delicious goodies, encontered attentive smiles on every face, and then we
got to enjoy a delectable cake and some yummy punch, while you all served it up and
cleaned it up!
Beng our first “official” meeting of the Presbytery, you all have set the bat really high for
all who follow you. Ray and I will never forget this meeting and we are so thankful it
happened at Trinity. You’ve secured a big place in our hearts!
Blessings,
Robin Thomas
Co-Executive Presbyter
robin.midtennpres@gmail.com

PEACH TRUCK AT TRINITY TO END THIS SEASON
SOON

The Peach Truck at Trinity - final days for this season: Wednesdays (July 31st, August
7th) from 4 - 7:00 p.m. and Saturdays (July 27th, August 3rd, August 10th) from 9 a.m. 1:30 p.m.
7

WANDERING PRESBYTERIANS DINE AT
COCO’S, VISIT TENNESSEE STATE
MUSEUM

photos by staff and Hank Schomber

On July 10, the Wandering Presbyterians dined at Coco’s Italian Kitchen off of
Charlotte and following the delicious Italian selections, made their way to the Tennessee State museum on Rosa Parks (8th)
Avenue to see the amazing number of displays arranged in rooms by historical periods.
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ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
James "Jimbo" Foster Cook Jr.
February 25, 1948 – June 11, 2019

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds do follow them

ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Antoinette“Toni” Foglesong
Trinity Music Director – 1972-1983
September 8, 1926- June 7, 2019
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds do follow them

Rolf Rosenvinge was the father of Eric Rosenvinge, who attended Trinity shortly before and shortly after Sally’s
arrival as pastor. Eric moved to first to Knoxville, then to Oak Ridge, Tennessee. His address is 119 Carnegie
Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830

ENTERED THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Rolf Colderup Rosenvinge
July 17, 1931 - July 13, 2019
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors, for their deeds do follow them
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TRINITY, HILLWOOD, BELLEVUE, AND EMMANUEL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES “MEET AND GREET’
OUR NEW CO-EXECUTIVE PRESBYTERS
Ray and Robin Thomas, the new Co-Executive
Presbyters for the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee,
met with congregation members from four area
churches -- Trinity, Hillwood, Bellevue, and
Emmanuel -- for a “meet and greet” session on
July 30 at Hillwood Presbyterian.
Ray and Robin were installed at the Presbytery
meeting on May 30 at Trinity and many of you
had the opportunity to meet them at the reception. The Hillwood meeting gave everyone an
opportunity to have a visit and chat with our new
Presbytery leaders in a smaller setting.
Each member of the group in turn introduced himself/herself by name and church, and answered
questions about their “passionate” ministry, what
they expected of the night’s meeting, and a goal
for the future. Everyone was in agreement that
small church members, like themselves, should
meet regularly and collaborate on projects. The
new Co-Executive Presbyters pledged to assist with
this effort.
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