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From the Pastor

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord—the King of Israel!” This crowd
from all over had turned out in great numbers to see
Jesus. Jesus brought them hope. Jesus gave them
courage. Jesus promised peace, Jesus inspired
them to unite. Jesus offered them life.
The religious leaders took notice. And as they stood
watching the parade pass them by, they said to one
another—perhaps in anger or with resignation or in
honesty— “You see, you can do nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him.”
Look, the whole world would choose hope over
despair, courage over fear, peace over war, unity
over division, life over death. Imagine that—the
whole world would choose the good news, the
gospel.
Whether they understood or not, the religious
leaders had spoken the truth. They proclaimed the
gospel without realizing it. See, you—me—we can
do nothing—because against the power of God, the
most clever plans are thwarted. We can do
nothing—because neither death nor life, nor angels
nor principalities, nor things present nor things to
come, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation can stand between God and God’s love for
the world.
Adam Hamilton writes, “this part of the story is not
simply about supposedly pious religious leaders in
the first century. This part of the story is about the
human condition.”
Because this part of the story is about how fear
performs its poisonous work within all of us. Fear of
change, fear of control, fear of reconciliation, fear of
unity, fear of truth, fear of life.
Hamilton writes “it is easy to use fear to motivate
righteous people and that is something we have to
be careful about. Politicians do it, also— just watch
the ads they run. Unfortunately, those tactics too
often work. The question we must ask in our
personal lives and in public policy as Christians is
not “What is the thing that will make me feel most
secure?” but “What is the most loving thing for me to

do?” In the end, love conquers in ways that fear and
hate and violence simply cannot.
In the end, Jesus attracts the world in ways that fear
and hate and violence simply cannot.
Look, the world has gone after him, and however
imperfectly, the world will follow. If only to seek
shelter, or relief from suffering, or the comfort of life
after death, the world has gone after him, but it’s the
world God loves, it’s to the world that God gave his
only Son so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but have eternal life.
We don’t know with what inflection the religious
leaders spoke the phrase, “You see, you can do
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him,” as they
stood watching the crowds waving and cheering this
Jesus who rode slowly among them on a donkey,
touching hands and faces as he rides by. But if we
gather up all their previous critical comments about
Jesus, it’s hard not to hear sadness in their tone.
Instead of thinking more deeply about what Jesus
had said to them, “I am the bread of life. I am the
light of the world. I am the good shepherd. I am the
resurrection and the life,” they complained and
sought ways to get rid of him. Instead of marveling
at how Jesus taught with authority, they debated and
argued with him, and sought to prove him wrong.
Instead of giving thanks to God that Jesus had
healed a man born blind and brought back a man
from the dead, they tried to discredit his actions as
blasphemous.
The waving of palms and the sounds of cheering
are still ringing loud in our ears as we hear the
Pharisees’ comment, “You see, you can do nothing.
Look, the world has gone after him!”
But their sad commentary is our good news. You
see, you can’t—I can’t—we can’t do anything to stop
God’s love and mercy and grace. The world has
gone after Jesus, which means the light has come
into the world and the darkness has not overcome it.
The world has gone after him, and to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Sara Hughes, Moderator
February 2022
Total income is over budget by $128,992.02.
Total Expenses are Over budget by: $3909.07.
Our year end net Income: $142,154.03
New part time bookkeeper, Sherry Gadallah
who will handle payroll, reimbursements and
payments to vendors. The 2022 “rough draft”
budget may continue through 2022.
Approve the repair work to the chapel windows.
Discussed session taking time prior to next
meeting to list any building concerns and
church repairs and improvements for
prioritization. Jeff Durham also has “running
list” of what needs to be done
Approve congregational meeting, Februaryfor
2024 (Betsy Bond, Paul Parker, Megan
Rutherford, Aad Zeeuw).
The congregation
approved this committee at its meeting.

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
AND LECTIONARY READINGS
April 3 Fifth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12 and Psalm 32;
2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1—3,11b-32
April 10 Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms: Luke 19:28-40 and
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29;
Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a and Psalm 31:9-16;
Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14—23-56 or
Luke 23:1-49
April 17

Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25 and
Psalm 118:1-2. 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
or Acts 10:34-43; Luke 24:1-12 or John 20:1-18
Easter Evening: Isaiah 25:6-9 and Psalm 114;
1 Corinthians 5:6b—8; Luke 24:13-49

AApril 24 Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32 and Psalm 118:14-29 or
Psalm 150 or 2 Kings 7:1-16 and Psalm 2;
Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31
__________________________________

ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING
In lieu of purchasing individual spring flowers for the
sanctuary, we are asking folks to make a
contribution to One Great Hour of Sharing in honor
of or in memory of someone(s). Those names will be
published in the bulletin and in the weekly email on
Palm Sunday and on Easter Sunday. One Great
Hour of Sharing is distributed among these three
programs: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
Presbyterian
Hunger
Program,
and
SelfDevelopment of People. You may give by writing a
check to OGHS and putting it in the offering plate
(with the names of those to be honored or
remembered). You can also give by debit or credit
card online at pcusa.org/give-oghs, or by texting
OGHS to 91999. (See article on page 6)

EASTER SERVICE TO BE
MUSIC-FILLED
The Easter service (April 17) will feature the
Trinity chancel choir singing the Hallelujah
chorus by Handel, and Michael McGuffey will
be our trumpeter.

PRAYER & REFLECTION
TIME
On Fridays at 8:30 a.m., Sally will offer prayer
time and reflection via Facebook Live. If you
have prayer concerns that you would like
included in the prayer time, please text or email
Sally (sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org)

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S
BIBLE STUDY
We will meet Tuesday, April 5, at 10:30 a.m. in
the parlor. We will cover Lesson 8, “Mary in the
Faith and Tradition of the Church”, in our study
book What My Grandmothers Taught Me:
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy
of Jesus.

PRAYER & REFLECTION TIME
On Fridays at 8:30 a.m., Sally will offer prayer
time and reflection via Facebook Live. If you
have prayer concerns that you would like
included in the prayer time, please text or email
Sally (sally.hughes@trinitypresnashville.org)

APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
Mary Lu Kells – 4
Mary Berger – 5
Cindy Turner – 5

HELP FOR THE AFGHAN
FAMILY
The coordinator for the Afghan families who have
been brought to Nashville, has made a request for
sewing machines, as well as remnants of cloth,
thread and sewing notions. Gift cards to Kroger are
also welcome. You may bring these items to the
church and we'll get them to the person who is
coordinating donations for the Afghani folks. Also,
there is still a need for bicycles--new or used.
Peace,
Sally

HOW TO HELP HAITI
GIVE: Gifts can be made by phone at (800)
872-3283, or by check, which can be mailed
to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box
643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
PRAY: As this earthquake continues to
cause destruction and loss of life, please
pray with us that the communities affected
by this event and those offering assistance
will be strengthened, have their needs met
and be reminded of the hope found in God.
Through PC(USA) Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA), we can join together to help
our neighbors in Haiti who are struggling
following another devastating earthquake

Charlie Bundy – 12
Evie Rutherford – 15
Michael Cuppett– 25
Claude Spencer - 28

DONATE YOUR OLD LICENSE PLATE!
If you are getting a new Tennessee license plate and would like to dispose of your old license
plate, we will have a box in the back of the sanctuary in which to collect them. Eric Hobson creates
bird houses using old license plates as the lids and would love to have your old plate!

THE SONG SPOT MUSIC LESSONS ON MUSIC
ROW
Choir singer, Dana, is offering private music lessons for voice, guitar, piano, and ukulele at her
studio, The Song Spot. Dana specializes in beginner singers and instrumentalists in various genres.
Free 30-min consultation offered.
Email thesongspotus@gmail.com or visit www.thesongspot.us for more information!

COVID GUIDANCE:
In an article published by the CDC, a special study showed that singing does indeed spread more
particles than talking. That's another reason for us to wear our masks while singing, which we
will continue to do (and we have done so quite well!). The CDC has recommended that even
vaccinated folks should wear masks indoors, as well as practice social distancing. As
COVID cases are on the rise in Davidson County, members of the congregation should wear
masks on Sunday during worship, use hand sanitizer, and practice social distancing. Wearing
masks is a small price to pay to remain healthy. And if you have not been vaccinated or had a
booster shot, please do! We will continue to offer Facebook Live worship as a worship option.
We’ll keep monitoring the CDC guidelines and keep you all informed.

TRINITY BOOK CLUB
The next meeting of the Trinity Book Club will be Thursday, April 21, at 6 p.m. in the
parlor. The book for April is Cloud Cuckoo Land by Anthony Doerr. If you would like to be
on the e-mail list for the Book Club, please let Carla McDonough
(carla_mcdonough@bellsouth.net) or Katy Wilson (katywilson@gmail.com) know.

IF YOU’RE COMING TO THE CHURCH DURING THE
WEEK . . .
Due to car lines for drop off for the Linden Waldorf School (includes COVID 19 temperature check)
and pick up, you may want to plan your trips to the church to avoid these times: 7:45 – 8:30 a.m.,
12:20 – 12: 50 p.m., 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.
We're grateful to have our school friends using our property but even more grateful if we don't get
tied up in school traffic! Also, please call the church office (615-297-6513 and leave a message
so we can call you back) in advance to plan when you’re coming by. Staff are often not within
earshot of the doorbell or may be working remotely and we don’t want to miss you!

JOIN IN COMMUNITY COMPOSTING

So far, we have a nice amount of compost being created in two holding bins, with a third bin
containing a shovel for mixing, a self-log and pen, and a bag of dry browns/leaves for layering in
the compost bins. Word is getting out, and neighbors are now learning to drop off at their
convenience. We strive to, and often do, have a volunteer present for part of Saturday
mornings.
We hope Trinity Presbyterian Church members are availing themselves of this convenient
opportunity to contribute to the wider, community goal of zero waste. If anyone wishes to meet
for a quick talk about composting, please let Sally know and we’ll set it up.
Because of you, the community has this space. And, as always, Hillsboro-West End and
surrounding neighborhoods, CMs Allen and Cash, and Metro Beautification and Environment,
are so very thankful for TPC’s partnership in stewardship

READ PRESBYTERY E-NEWS
Presbytery of Middle Tennessee’s eNews. Stay connected with our Presbytery by exploring their
latest eNews. www.presbyterymiddleennessee.org

TRINITY TRACKINGS
Michael Cuppett will be graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary in May. He will
then serve as the resident chaplain at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. Congratulations to
Michael!

Congratulations to Paul Ladd, who was
inducted into the IABC (International Association of Business
Communicators) Hall of Fame on March 1, 2022. The IABC
Nashville Hall of Fame Award is a lifetime achievement award and is
the highest honor IABC Nashville bestows on an individual. Paul
sings in Trinity’s choir.
Melinda Baker, Vira Baker's daughter, has started working (again!) for the Tennessean Arts
section and also is the program and communication coordinator for The Habitat Connection, a
non-profit organization that helps regenerate native habitats to support bird conservation in
Middle Tennessee. Melinda is certified as a Tennessee Environmentalist and part of her yard is
certified by the National Wildlife Federation as wildlife habitat!

TENEBRAE SERVICE ON APRIL 14 AT 7 P.M.
Trinity will hold a Tenebrae Service at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary on April 14 (Maundy Thursday).
The reflections will be written and delivered by members and friends from the congregation, and
will include communion. For those unfamiliar with the term Tenebrae, here is more information.
The purpose of this Maundy Thursday service is to reflect deeply on the sufferings and death of
Christ for us and our salvation, and then commemorates the death of Christ at the Lord's Table.
The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows”, has been practiced by the church
since medieval times. Once a service for the monastic community, Tenebrae later became an
important part of the worship of the common folk during Holy Week. We join Christians of many
generations throughout the world in using the liturgy of Tenebrae
On Maundy Thursday the church remembers the last evening Jesus shared with his disciples in
the upper room before his arrest and crucifixion. Maundy Thursday marks three key events in
Jesus' last week: his washing of his disciples' feet, his institution of the Lord's Supper, and his
new commandment to love one another. This service begins the Triduum, the three-day period
from sunset on Thursday to sunset on Easter Day. The name 'Maundy Thursday' comes from the
Latin mandatum novum, referring to the 'new commandment' Jesus taught his disciples (John
13:34). In other words, this is 'new commandment Thursday.' In some churches a Maundy
Thursday service is the primary or even only midweek service during Holy Week. In this case, the
service needs to call attention both to the events in the upper room and to the events of Good
Friday."

March 2 - April 17, 2022

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s
love with our neighbors in need around the world.in a world of disaster, hunger, and
oppression. Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water,
sanitation, education, and opportunity.
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to

serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
Restoring Hope, Feeding the Hungry, Empowering the Oppressed
Typically received during the season of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports
efforts to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote development through
the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People, and assist in areas of disaster
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.
$6.5 million granted by PDA in the United States and 56 countries in 2020
131 grants impacting 20 countries given by PHP in 2020
52 years of ministry for SDOP
Over 54,300 people trained in multiple countries in areas of land rights, farming, social
development and addressing gender-based violence
5,676 PDA work team volunteers served in 2019
264 certified PC(USA) Earth Care congregations helped care for creation
51,000 trees planted around the world
Over 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in the United States and around the world
have had an opportunity to develop solutions to their own challenges since SDOP’s inception
$190,000 recovered in stolen wages for hospitality workers in the U.S.
1,097 Presbyterian congregations purchased eco-palms for sustainable forestry and livelihoods

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) SEEKING
SUPPORT FOR HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE TO
UKRAINE
March 2, 2022 by Rich Copley
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) launched an appeal Tuesday for funds to help support the
Church’s humanitarian response to the war started last week when Russia attacked Ukraine.

According to the United Nations High Commission on Refugees (UNHCR), the situation is on
pace to become Europe’s largest refugee crisis this century with more than 660,000 having
already fled Ukraine to neighboring countries. All neighboring countries are keeping their borders
open to Ukrainian refugees, the UNHCR says.
On Tuesday morning, leaders in Presbyterian World Mission and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) met to discuss the situation and how the church can respond to the growing
refugee crisis, as well as the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. The conversation focused on the
unfolding situation within Ukraine and in bordering countries who are receiving refugees and
carrying emergency supplies over the border into Ukraine as the situation there
deteriorates. Mission co-workers shared information received from partners in the Central
European region. PDA’s Office for Refugees and Asylum is coordinating internally and with these
partners in the area and ACT Alliance to determine where funds can be directed for the greatest
impact.
“The present crisis in Ukraine demonstrates how important it is that our Church maintains strong
relationships across the ecumenical, interfaith and humanitarian landscape before an emergency
erupts,” PDA Director the Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus says. “Through trusted partners in and beyond
the Reformed Church family we share across the region, we are able to demonstrate solidarity
with refugees and displaced persons through immediate gifts to the communities leading relief
work and receiving refugees.”
“As the impact of this invasion continues, our advocacy work in the Presbyterian Ministry at the
United Nations and in the Office of Public Witness will strengthen humanitarian relief efforts,”
Kraus said. “If, as some fear, the ripple effects of this invasion expand to a broader geo-political
platform, our Church’s broader response will draw on the full range of our relationships, policies
and practice, including work of the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, which has co-led travel
study seminars in Ukraine to study the very trends and impacts of cultures of militarism and
violence which have led to the current crisis.”
The arrival of Ukrainian refugees at the Polish-Ukrainian border crossing Medyka, where refugees
are provided with warm food and clothing. From here they are transferred by bus to large cities
and collective shelters. (Photo by Frank Schultze of ACT Alliance)
Ellen Smith, World Mission’s regional liaison for eastern Europe, said she is hearing desperate
situations with refugees who have few places to go. Some are living in metro stations amid the
growing humanitarian crisis in Ukraine.
Smith added that the situation is “unifying Ukraine in ways we have never seen. … I fear for their
safety but am in awe of their courage.”
Susan Krehbiel, Associate for Refugees & Asylum, says churches in Ukraine and Central Europe
are part of the response to the humanitarian crisis and she believes PDA will provide both financial
and technical help.
“We are grateful for the outpouring of prayers and calls from congregations asking how they can
help,” she says. “As the violence continues, the number of people being displaced internally and
fleeing to neighboring countries increases by the day.”
“In the midst of the chaos, there are sibling churches and ecumenical partners who are already
providing assistance with basic items for survival,” Krehbiel said. “Our first priority as PDA is to
provide funding to these partners on the ground. While the scale of this crisis is new, receiving
refugees from Ukraine and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe is not, which means we
have trusted, established partners with the knowledge and expertise to carry out this important
work.”

While some refugees may find their way to the United States, Krehbiel and others say they expect
most refugees will settle in neighboring countries with hopes of returning home.
Krehbiel said, “As we pray for an end to this violence, we ask the U.S. government and our
European allies to make a commitment to the Ukrainian people for a peaceful solution. We don’t
know how long it will take, but we know that they will need help with the rebuilding of their country
so that those who are fleeing now may one day return home safely.”
Give to One Great Hour of Sharing to enable Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to respond quickly
to catastrophic events.
This was published for Presbyterian News Service on March 1, 2022.

COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT ON APRIL16
A Community Easter Egg Hung will be held on the Trinity Grounds on Saturday, April
16, at 1 p.m. If you are interested in proving refreshments, please contact Sally.

From the Pastor (continued from page 1)
not of blood or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.”
Our king rode on to his crucifixion, but look, death could do nothing. For God, who can do all
things, gave us the victory through our Lord and King Jesus Christ. And look, the world has gone
after him—the world God loves, the world to whom God sent God’s only Son that with thanksgiving
and praise and hosannas we may sing “blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”
Jealousy, fear, division, hatred don’t stand a chance against the life and teachings of Jesus. The
response of the people to Jesus entering Jerusalem was a clear indicator that the people preferred
peace over war, unity over division, love over hate, life over death. There’s nothing we can do,
Jesus’ enemies lamented among themselves, because the world wants to follow after this Jesus.
There’s no way to stop this parade. There’s nothing any of us can do except follow him and share
his message of courage, love, joy, reconciliation, peace and life to everyone we meet on our life’s
parade.

