
  From the Pastor  

A colleague of mine from East Tennessee 
recently said, “This is the Lentiest Lent we’ve 
ever Lented!”  which, while I’m not quite sure 
what that means, for some reason made sense 
to me.  The season of Lent normally signals a 
change in the routine—we give up chocolate or 
we add a Bible reading, we have special 
services, studies, and activities, the music and 
sermons are more focused on one theme.  But 
this Lenten season has brought with it 
uncertainty and worry, anxiety and edginess, 
restrictions and rules.  Maybe it is the Lentiest 
Lent we’ve ever Lented because we can’t 
compare it to any Lent we’ve observed in the 
past.  It’s a season like none of us have ever 
known or experienced. 

So what should we do in this Lentiest Lent 
we’ve ever Lented?  We can’t get out and go visit 
anyone.  We shouldn’t touch or get within 6 feet 
of each other.  We have to be vigilant about 
washing our hands and covering our faces 
when we cough or sneeze.  We feel constricted 
and confined. 

The other day, I was on a Zoom conference call 
(which are becoming the “new normal” for me!) 
with 15 faith leaders in the Middle Tennessee 
area.  The meeting was joined by clergy from 
the Episcopal, Lutheran, Baptist, Missionary 
Baptist, Jewish, Presbyterian, Methodist, 
Catholic, and Unitarian faiths.  The purpose 
was to encourage one another in this time of 
anxiety and fear, and to share something that 
was inspiring.  One rabbi shared that he was 
comforted by the story of Jacob at Bethel, when 
he was running away from Esau, and he 
dreamed angels were ascending and descending 
from a ladder reaching into heaven.  In the 
dream, God said to Jacob, “Know that I am with 
you and will keep you wherever you go.” When 
Jacob awoke, he said, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place—and I did not know it.”  

Another minister suggested that instead of 
worrying about what we could or should be 
doing, or wishing that we could do more in 

these days, that instead we focus on what can I 
do?  Despite the limitations of social distancing 
and cancelled activities, focus instead on what 
are we able to do,  with who we are and where 
we are?  There are a lot of little things that we 
can do without violating restrictions or exposing 
ourselves to the virus.  We can write and mail a 
card or letter to a friend—perhaps a friend with 
whom we have not connected in a while.  We 
can call one another on a regular basis.  We 
can contribute money to organizations who are 
helping in this crisis.  We can find out if there 
are ways we can help from the confines of our 
home.  We can take up that Bible study book 
that we have been putting off reading.  We can 
paint or draw and send our art to those who are 
confined.  We can prepare a meal for someone 
for and drop it off or let them pick it up.  It 
takes a bit of creative thinking but maybe, as 
another minister put it, we will hear God’s still, 
small voice more clearly now that the noise of 
life has hushed.   

Perhaps this will not only be the Lentiest Lent 
we’ve ever Lented, it will be the best Lent we 
have ever Lented! 
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Trinity’s Sunday Service is available 
each week at 11:00 a.m. on the 
Trinity Facebook page: 

facebook.com/trinitypresbyterianchurchnashville/ 

Please join us! 



 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes 

Stated Meeting of February 25, 2020 
The Session approved a request from Linden 
Waldorf School to establish an Apiculture 
program on the property.  There would be two 
bee hives near learning cottage on a 3-4 ft. riser 
with a fence around it.  The goal is not to create 
honey but teach children about bees and 
biodynamic beekeeping which is a healthier way 
that does not use commercial products to keep 
bees alive. 

The Session agreed to a Finance Committee 
recommendation to create an “Organ Fund” for 
the purpose of financing repairs to the pipe 
organ.  Rev. Will Berger will be the contact 
person between Trinity and Milner Organ 
company for description, pricing, and timing of  

 

the repair work. The session and congregation 
will be kept aware of the cost and process of the 
organ repair as it progresses. 

Linden Waldorf has expressed concerns about 
the appearance of the property and the session 
has agreed to “walk the campus” to help identify 
needs.  LWS is interested in establishing a long-
term 30-year agreement with Trinity.  
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APRIL WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE AND 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
April 5    Palm/Passion Sunday 

Palms:  Matthew 21:1-11; Psalm             
118:1-2, 19-29 
Passion:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 
31:9-16 
Phillipians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:14-
27 or Matthew 27:11-54 

April 12  Resurrection of the Lord/Easter 
    Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; 
    Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;  
    1 Corinthians 3:1-4 or 

Acts 10:34-43; John 29:1-18 or    
Matthew 28:1-10 
Easter Evening:  Isaiah 25:6-9; 
Psalm 114; 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; 
Luke 24:13-49 

April 19  Second Sunday after Easter 
    Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 
    1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
April 26  Third Sunday of Easter 
    Acts 2:14a, 36-41;  

   Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 
   1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-35 

Please remember to continue to make 
your contributions to Trinity.  You can mail 
them to the church office, as the mail does 
get picked up on a regular basis.  The 
address is Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
3201 Hillsboro Pike, Nashville, TN  37215. 
Thank-you. 



FROM OUR MISSION WORKER,  
KARLA KOLL 

Companions in mission, 

Grace and peace to you in these difficult days. I am so grateful to be connected with 
each one of you. 

In light of the coronavirus pandemic and a recent U.S. State Department advisory, 
Presbyterian Church (USA) World Mission has requested that all mission co-workers 
return to the United States. I have asked for an exception to remain in Costa Rica. As 
you know, my husband, Javier Torrez, is a citizen of Nicaragua. We want to stay 
together here. I am sharing this decision with you to ask for your prayers. 

I am very grateful to be serving in a country where the strong public healthcare system 
is being proactive in confronting the pandemic. Since the first case was diagnosed here 
on March 6th, the government has been tracking contacts and testing. All schools and 
universities were closed as of March 17th as soon as the first case of community 
transmission was confirmed. Many people are working from home. Physical distancing 
is strongly encouraged and many businesses and places where people gather, 
including local and national parks, are closed. A rehabilitation hospital has been 
refurbished to serve as a hospital for COVID-19 patients. Like the Costa Ricans, I trust 
the healthcare system here. 

 As of Monday, March 16th, we at the Latin American Biblical University (UBL) shifted all 
of our classes online so students do not have to come to campus. Most employees are 
working from home, including the professors. With no visiting groups, the income of the 
UBL is falling. We hope it will not be necessary to suspend labor contracts or reduce 
hours for members of the staff, but these are real possibilities. I ask your prayers for 
Elisabeth Cook, the president of the UBL, as she makes difficult decisions. 

 We have seven students in residence, six from Peru and one from Germany, who have 
no idea when they will be able to return to their home countries. In the meantime, they 
continue with their studies. I ask your prayers for Slith, Joseline, Martha, Isabel, Freddy, 
Fabian and Janes. 

Working from home has multiplied my tasks, at least initially, as we reorganize to hold 
our meetings and carry on our teaching and administrative tasks from many different 
locations. I am thankful for the technology and the work of our own marvelous technical 
support person, Texia Anabalon, that make it all possible. 

Here in the spacious home we are renting, we have enough essential supplies, 
including dog and cat food, to last for several weeks. I watch the birds as I tend to the 
garden. The yiguirros or slate colored thrushes, the national bird of Costa Rica, fill the 
air with their song starting about 3:30 AM every morning, a reminder that life continues. 

Let’s stay connected and lift one another up.  
Blessings, 

Karla 



 


