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From the pastor
Sometimes we act like doubt is a bad thing, when
really, all of us who claim to be faithful disciples
have our doubts. Sometimes those doubts are as
fleeting as a blown bubble. Sometimes those
doubts linger like an infection. Sometimes doubts
are for a season and sometimes only for a day.
Some people live their entire Christian lives—in
doubt. Sometimes doubts are what make our faith
stronger, as Frederick Buechner has written,
“Doubts are the ants-in-the-pants of faith. They
keep it alive and moving.” Paul Tillich wrote, “the
opposite of faith is not doubt, but certainty.”
Nancy Rockwell writes, “Sitting next to every true
believer in the pews is a doubter, whose presence
is dedicated to unanswered questions, and perhaps to love of someone who has no doubt.
Churches are not communities of believers, but
communities of people who have questions who
doubt, who hope, who come to church to find something out.”
In the gospel of John, Thomas refused to believe
unless he saw and touched. And while the other
disciples may have been disappointed in Thomas’
lack of enthusiasm, Thomas’ doubt didn’t prevent
Jesus from appearing among them—among ALL
of the disciples—next week.
The doors were again shut, but Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he turned his attention immediately to Thomas, saying, “Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt, but believe.”
Jesus matched Thomas’ doubt with words of
grace. Peace. See. Touch. Believe. To this faithful
skeptic, Thomas, Jesus responded with another
chance, another visitation. No lecture on unbelief, but an invitation to believe. Instead of the question, “where is your faith?” Jesus offered a guide
to his healed wounds. He gave no hint of disappointment on why Thomas couldn’t get with the
program like the other disciples, but gave a simple
demonstration so that this doubter could believe.
This time, Jesus matched Thomas’ belief with a
question and a statement for future believers:
“Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.”

Jesus’ words to Thomas are words for you and
me. We are the ones who are asked to believe
without benefit of seeing or touching.
Jesus blessed those first century disciples and us
with words which are not dependent on the century in which they were written or the culture in which
we are raised. Words which come from human
hands and heart but are divinely guided; words
which aren’t perfect but faithful. Words which have
been and will be debated, discussed, wrestled over,
translated and interpreted so that they can bring
life to dark souls, peace to troubled hearts, exchange doubt for faith.
But the story of Thomas is not the story of how to
erase doubts. The story of Thomas is about living
faithfully as a disciple of Christ and still carry doubts
in the heart and head. It’s about Jesus responding
to our doubts with a word of grace. It’s about knowing that as often as we doubt, Jesus will appear in
our midst with words of comfort, encouragement,
and hope.
Jesus returned
to address Thomas’ doubt but be.
fore he did that, Jesus breathed peace on all the
disciples. The story of Thomas matches doubt
with grace, not just one time but over and over
again. Doubting Thomas's or believing disciples,
blessed are we who have not seen the Risen Lord,
but who have heard and continue to hear his word
of peace and grace.
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April 7 Fifth Sunday in Lent/Celebration of the
Lord’s Supper
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8

The Trinity Times is published monthly. We welcome news
items and other contributions from members and friends
of Trinity. Bring your articles to the church or e-mail them
to the editor, Judy Schomber (schomberstat@aol.com),
by the 20th of the month for the following month’s newsletter.

April 14 Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14--23:56 or
Luke 23:1-49

Trinity Presbyterian Church Staff
Sally Hughes, Pastor
William E. Berger, Minister of Music
Linda Rogers, Office Manager
Charlie Bundy, Facilities Manager

April 21 Resurrection of the Lord/Easter
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25;
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43;
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12
Easter Evening: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 114;
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; Luke 24:13-49

Session Members
Vira Baker (2020)
Hank Howerton (2020)
Vera Billington (2021)
Paul Parker (2021)
Bill Dougherty (2020),
Matt Rutherford (2019)
Phil Elbert (2019)
Hank Schomber (2019)
Aad Zeeuw (2021)

April 28 Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29 or Psalm 150;
Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES/
ACTIVITIES

Palm Sunday, April 14 - Sanctuary, palms will be handed out to the congregation

Holy Week, April 15 - 19, 12:30 to 1 p.m. - Sanctuary
Daily Prayer Service (hymn, scripture, prayer, and a reflection)
Maundy Thursday, April 18, 7:30 p.m. - Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Communion Service

Saturday, April 20, 2:00 p.m. - Front Lawn
Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday, April 21
Sunrise Service 7:00 a.m. - Outside in the Amphitheatre
Easter Breads 10:15 a.m. - East Hall
Easter Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. - Sanctuary
2

EASTER BLOOMS!
Easter Blooms! To contribute a spring potted
plant for Easter worship, fill out the form in this
Sunday's bulletin and place it in the offering
plate with your check (made payable to Trinity
Presbyterian Church and designated for Easter
flowers) or call the office at 297-6513 by Tuesday, April 9 for the order to be placed. Please
provide your name, number of 6" spring potted
plants that you are ordering at $7 each, and
specify if the donation is in memory/honor/
celebration of someone, and the honoree's
name. Flowers may be taken by the donor following the Easter service, or they will be delivered to homebound members or others in
need.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING
A gift to One Great Hour of Sharing enables the
church to share God’s love with our neighborsin-need around the world by providing relief to
those affected by natural disasters, provide food
to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor
and oppressed. This is the 70th anniverary of the
One Great Hour of Sharing special offering.
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering is taken
up on Easter Sunday. Donations benefit Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the Self Development of People
Program. Please give generously this year.

Do you enjoy singing? We
invite those who wish to be
part of our music ministry
to do so by contacting Will
Berger at
will_berger@bellsouth.net.
If you have special gifts to
offer we encourage them.

The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance funds currently support relief for the California wildfires,
the Missouri River Basin flooding, victims of Hurricane Michael, and the victims of Cycle Idai in
Mozambique, Malawi, and Zimbabwe. PDA responds to disasters both in the USA and internationally.
Presbyterian Hunger Program’s mission is clear:
alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes. There
is no one size fits all solution. PHP complements
the work of Presbyterian congregations through
strategic partnership collaborations, print and web
educational and worship materials, and participatory programs so that Presbyterians Go, Join,
and Act to end hunger for our neighbors next door
and across the planet.
Your One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) gifts
share God’s love with people experiencing need.
OGHS gifts designated for Self-Development of
People (SDOP) support the PC(USA) ministry
participating in the empowerment of economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged people,
seeking to change the structures that perpetuate
poverty, oppression, and justice.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN APRIL
The Adult Sunday school class, with Sally leading, invites you to join it. March 31, April 7,
14, an d 21, t h e class will st u dy Simon Peter: Flawed by Faithful Disciple. This is a book by
Adam Hamilton, which includes a brief DVD each Sunday. Some of you got a taste of the
Simon Peter study during "All You Can Lent."
On April 28, Steve Nunn will lead the Sunday school class in a discussion on Jonah.
It's a follow up to a discussion our class
had about Jonah earlier in March.
You don't have to have prior Bible knowledge to attend this class--we just have a
good time! Class starts at 9:30 a.m.; there
is childcare provided in the nursery and
coffee in the kitchen.

AUTHOR MICHAEL BISHOP FASCINATED US WITH
FACTS…

…but he didn’t REVEAL the final findings in his book “A Murder
in Music City.” On March 21, the Wandering Presbyterians wandered to the Fellowship Hall and welcomed other avid readers
from the surrounding community. Thirty five folks gathered to
hear Michael Bishop share the captivating story of how he became involved in, helped to unravel, and subsequently solve and
write about a true murder mystery decades after the crime.
This sales executive for a healthcare learning company happened upon information that led to 15 years of intensive research that uncovered the facts. He launched his presentation
at Trinity with spell-binding facts about Nashville and the world,
setting the stage for the 1964 crime. If you’d like to read “the
rest of the story”, books are available through Parnassus Books
or Amazon. All book proceeds or donations go toward a Paula
Herring scholarship fund for an Overton High School graduate.
Staff Photos
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SESSION
Moderator: Rev. Sally Hughes

STATED MEETING OF THE SESSION February 26, 2019
Trinity has received a letter from the Office of the
Fire Marshall indicating it will not be necessary to
have lighted “EXIT” signs placed in the sanctuary.

noting their importance to “death row” inmates as
distractions as their execution date draws near.
Hank Schomber reported on the February 25, 2019
Called Meeting of the Presbytery at which Ray and
Robin Thomas were hired as Co-Executive
Presbyters. Ray Thomas has been pastor of The
Holy Way Presbyterian Church in Tucson, AZ since
1995. His wife, Robin, an ordained elder and Lay
Leader for the Synod of the Southwest, has served
four Presbyteries in two states. The elders
recognized Pastor Sally Hughes for the outstanding
work and effort she gave chairing the Presbytery
Search Committee.

The Pastor reported on the Healthy Church
“Congregational Conversation” with Bill Wilson on
Sunday February 24, handing out a compilation of
the responses to the questions “What was it about
Trinity that attracted you?” “Why did you stay?”
“What keeps you attending?” It was noted the
answers were overwhelmingly “people oriented.”
The vision team will meet the first week of March
and a second congregational gathering is scheduled
for March 31.
There was a report on the status of the funds raised
for the cremation expense for member Carol Phillipy
and for the Summer Camp Scholarship program
noting that both have gone well.

The session agreed we should be making efforts
to have our facilities available for community
meetings.
The next stated meeting of the Session will be March
26, 2019.

The session agreed to purchase radios for two
individuals at Riverbend in response to a request

TRINITY TO HOST
MAY PRESBYTERY
MEETING

INMATE RADIOS BRING
STRONG RESPONSE

Trinity will host the May 30 meeting of the Presbytery
of Middle Tennessee. “This is an exciting
opportunity for Trinity,” said Pastor Sally Hughes.

In February the session agreed to purchase
radios for two individuals at Riverbend Prison
in response to a request noti ng the
importance the radios have to “death row”
inmates as distractions as their execution
date draws near.

The daylong Thursday meeting will include a worship
service, business meetings and lunch. In addition,
the Presbytery’s new Co-executive Presbyters, Ray
and Robin Thomas, will be installed.

The radios were delivered last month an
drew a surprisingly kind response from death
row inmate Howard Willis, who also asked
to receive church bulletins and newsletters.

Trinity members should save the date as we will
have plenty of opportunity to participate in hosting
activities and preparation. Be on the lookout for
more information about this event.

TRINITY TO SERVE UKIRK
DINNER ON APRIL 4
Trinity will serve dinner to the UKIRK students at
St. Augustine’s Chapel on the Vanderbilt campus
April 4 at 6:30 p.m. The Trinity congregation is
cordially invited to attend as well and to stay for
the worship service following the mal.
If you would like to attend, help serve, or contribute to the meal, please contact Judy Schomber
(schomberstat@aol.com). The meal includes a
main dish, a vegetarian dish, salad, bread, dessert, and drink.
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OFFICE HOURS FOR
SALLY HUGHES
Sally has office hours Tuesday
through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., and also by appointment
if someone needs to come by
earlier or later.
DIRECTORY UPDATES
Change of address for:
Lucas, Mariah & Marceline Bates
658 W. Eastland St.
Gallatin, TN 37066
Michael Cuppett
64 Mercer Street
SBN 22
Princeton, NJ 08540

SPECIAL GROUP
ACTIVITY MEETINGS
***Wandering Presbyterians are heading to lunch
for home cookin' on April 30th! This month, we'll
be going to Barbara's Home Cookin' in Franklin.
Prices range from $8 for a veggie plate to $13 for
crab cakes. (Reviews about the rolls and desserts
are phenomenal!) Carpool will leave from church
at 11 a.m. Interested in making a reservation? Sign
up in the East Hall or Narthex, call the church office
at
615-297-6513
or
e-mail
office@trinitypresnashville.org.
***Presbyterian Women meet Tuesday, April 2,
at 11 a.m. in the Trinity parlor. We will study lesson 8, “God With Us as the Holy Spirit” from our
study book, God’s Promise: I Am with You.
Please bring a sandwich or salad for lunch Presbyterian Women meets the second Tuesday of
the month, September through May.
***Knit & Crochet TN at Trinity, April 6: Do you
like to knit or crochet OR want to learn more? The
quarterly Big Stitch University will be held at Trinity
on Saturday, April 6 from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. In.
structions
are free, but classes are by reservation
only.
For
more
details,
visit
KnitAndCrochetTN.org. For questions, e-mail
deb@knitandcrochettn.org<mailto:deb@knitandcrochettn.org>
or call 615-410-0620.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Mary Berger - 5

Cindy Turner - 5
Lila Newton - 10
Charlie Bundy - 12
Evie Rutherford - 15
Mary Virginia Bond - 21
Michael Cuppett - 25
Claude Spencer - 28

Our apologies if we have missed your birthday or if it is
incorrect. If we have missed or muffed your special day please
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call the church office at 297-6513 and let us know.

PICK UP YOUR
PICTORIAL CHURCH
DIRECTORY
New Pictorial Church Directories are ready! If
you haven’t yet picked up a new church directory they are available for you to pick up in the
East Hall on Sundays or in the church office.
Please call or e-mail the church office with any
updates/corrections. Please respect that the directory is for use of participants in Trinity’s ministry and is not to be forwarded to others or sent
to a mailing list. Many thanks to Aad Zeeuw for
taking most of the photos for this first self-produced picture directory!

THE ONLINE CALENDAR
For a complete list of activities, visit www.trinitypresnashville.org and click on “church
calendar”. The calendar is updated regularly as activities are added, deleted, or changed.
If your committee or group schedules a meeting using the church’s facilities, please
contact Linda (297-6513 or office@trinitypresnashville.org) so your meeting can be placed
on the calendar, or if there is a facilities conflict, it can be resolved before scheduling.

TRINITY TRACKINGS

If you have any news or announcements to share
with the congregation, please pass them along to
Sally via e-mail or word-of-mouth or drop a note
in the offering plate on Sunday so they may be
shared in the next Trinity Trackings column. Any
and all tidbits of news are welcome!
Happy Birthday to Bill Dougherty who celebrated his 90th birthday on March
16th!...
Padge Beasley's son, daughter-in-law and granddaughters worshipped at Trinity
on May 24th...
Hank and Carol Howerton spent a few days in New Orleans and enjoyed
some Mardi Gras festivities...
Robert and Linda Rutherford went to New Orleans post-Mardi Gras. They
traveled by train and had a great trip...
Devan Stahl is an assistant professor of clinical ethics at Michigan State University. She teaches in the Center for Ethics and Humanities in the Life Science, part of the Department of Pediatrics and Human Development. Devan is
an inquirer under care of Middle Tennessee Presbytery...
Steve Nunn travelled to Indiana last weekend to visit his father, brother and
sister-in-law...
Eleanor Elbert has been visiting the country of Columbia...
Aad Zeeuw and Carolyn Vick enjoyed a trip to Orlando, FL...
Howard Willis, inmate at Riverbend, sent a nice thank-you note for the radio
which we sent him

EASTER BREADS ON APRIL 21

The annual Easter Breads fellowship time
will be Easter morning at 10:15 a.m. in
the East Hall. Please bring your favorite
Easter bread, pastry, or treat to share with
the congregation.

The Fellowship Committee will provide
coffee, tea, milk, and juice for Easter
Breads. Children as well as adults are
encouraged to bring Easter breads to
share.
Homemade, store-bought, or bakery Easter breads all are welcomed. You may
prepare your Easer bread for serving on
your own plate or the Fellowship Committee will be happy to cut and prepare it for
serving on a plate from Trinity’s kitchen.
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NEIGHBORHOOD EASTER EGG HUNT
APRIL 20

Please plan to attend even if you don’t have
children to participate. You will enjoy
watching how much joy the children in attendance have in searching for and finding
eggs on Trinity’s beautiful and expansive
grounds.

Trinity will again sponsor a neighborhood
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20, at 2 p.m.
Toddlers through fifth graders are invited to
participate and Linden Waldorf upper
schoolers will help hide the eggs.
Egg hunters will be
divided into two
groups: Birth to first
grade and second
grade to fifth grade.
Each child participating is asked to
bring a dozen eggs
ready to be hidden.
There will be prizes for the most eggs, the
prize egg, and the least eggs.
You can help in one of the following ways:
**We need adults to be present for the
event, in particular to watch the children while
the eggs are hidden,
**We will need refreshments after the egg
hunt -- in addition to cookies and Peeps, some
healthy snacks and fruit for the children whose
parents limit their children’s sweets.

staff photos
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FROM OUR MISSION WORKER,
KARLA KOLL

I have never had to flee for my life. Though I have
often been surrounded by violence during the 25
years I have served in Central America as a theological educator, this violence has seldom been
directed at me. Many Central Americans today cannot say the same.

knew many high school students who headed for
the United States immediately upon graduation with
plans to work for a few years or to build lives where
there were more opportunities. The coyotes, the
folks who arranged the details of travel north, were
respected neighbors who facilitated dreams. Don
Jorge drove Tamara to school every morning in a
bus purchased with funds sent to him by his son
working in the US. “He’s such a good son,” he told
me. Some women talked to me about what good
fathers their husbands were because they had gone
to the US to send money back for their families; others mourned for the men who had ceased to communicate with their families. Remittances, the
money sent back by migrants in the US, paid school
fees, covered the cost of building houses and
churches, provided medical care, and often bought
food. In short, migrants kept the economy of the
country going and continue to do so today.

When I first went to live in Nicaragua in 1986, the
US-backed irregular counterrevolutionary forces
known as the Contra were attacking civilian and
military targets in their war against the Nicaraguan
government. On occasion, I was in places where I
could hear attacks underway, but I never came
under fire. I visited victims in hospitals who had
lost limbs from landmines placed by the Contra,
and I went to way too many funerals. I kept enough
cash on hand to buy a plane ticket out, knowing
that my US passport would allow me to leave.
By the time Javier and I, together with our sevenyear-old daughter, Tamara, went to live in Guatemala in 2000, the peace accords signed at the end
of 1996 had brought nearly 40 years of armed internal conflict to a formal end. However, the country was far from living at peace. The underlying
economic injustices were never resolved, and the
weak state was incapable of ensuring safety for
the population or bringing perpetrators of violence
to justice. Over the 13 years we lived in Guatemala, the levels of violence rose. A cousin of one of
Tamara’s classmates was kidnapped and killed.
Some students came to her school with armed
bodyguards. One of Javier’s classmates from the
Rafael Landivar University was murdered. By 2010,
pastors studying theology with us at the Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America
(CEDEPCA) spoke of debates in their congregations as to whether to hire armed guards. Those
who pastored churches in barrios where the gangs
were in control had to decide whether to pay off the
gang for every activity they wanted to have at the
church. I often heard shots when I was at the
CEDEPCA office in Guatemala City. Every week, it
seemed, a member of the CEDEPCA staff was a
witness to a violent crime or had a family member
who was the victim of a crime. I rested much more
easily once Tamara left for college in the US in the
fall of 2011. In the two months before we left Guatemala in 2013, two people I knew were kidnapped,
including a CEDEPCA student who was released
unharmed.

However, as gangs took control of more and more
neighborhoods, people increasingly sought to get
their children to safety. Crime organizations took
over the process of moving people north, taking
advantage of increasing desperation to charge
higher and higher fees, backed up by threats of kidnapping or worse if demands for payment were not
met. Just after we left Guatemala in late 2013, US
border officials began to notice increasing numbers
of unaccompanied minors from the Northern Triangle of Central America — Guatemala, Honduras,
El Salvador — trying to enter the US. Many were
hoping to join family members already in the US;
almost all were fleeing violence.
When I arrived in the US in May of last year to visit
supporting churches, news was breaking that the
US government had been separating families at the
US border and sending children off to shelters and
detention centers in 17 states. Even though the
policy has supposedly ended, the number of migrant
children being held by the US government has continued to climb. Every day, more desperate families
arrive at the southern border of the United States.
For many years, Nicaragua boasted the lowest crime
rate in Central America. In recent decades, Nicaraguans have tended to migrate to Costa Rica, where
nearly half a million of them live and work. Since
April of last year, when protests against the Ortega
government were met with violent repression from
police and parapolice forces, Nicaraguans fleeing
for their lives have sought refuge in Costa Rica.

Karla and Evelin.
The nature of emigration changed as well over the
years we were in Guatemala. In the early years, I
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(continued on page 10)

LINDEN WALDORF
SCHOOL NEWS
Linden Waldorf School invites you to attend
two spring musical events. Led by Laura
Duke, Music Director, and Jocelyn Sprouse,
Strings Director, the concerts will feature
students in third through eighth grades
singing and playing recorders and Orff instruments, as well as performing several
selections on strings.
April 12th at 6 pm - Lower Grades (3rd,
4th, and 5th) Spring Concert in the Sanctuary
April 26th at 6 pm - Upper Grades (6th, 7th,
and 8th) Spring Concert in the Sanctuary

FROM OUR MISSION WORKER,
KARLA KOLL
(continued from page 9)
staff photo

Evelin and Arturo, who had joined their friends and
family members in protesting the Ortega government, fled with their three children after the
paramilitaries burned down their house in July. They
were allowed to cross the border into Costa Rica
without documents and were given an appointment
with the immigration office to apply for asylum. At
no time were they detained or separated from their
children. When we got a call in early August asking
if we had room in our home for a family, we said
yes. After a few weeks with us, Evelin and Arturo
received their identity cards as asylum seekers and
found other housing. Finding steady work has been
a greater challenge, even with work permits. While
they dream of being able to go back to Nicaragua,
their children are safe and enrolled in school.

SUBTLE HAPPENINGS AT
TRINITY…

A phone call, the doorbell rings, bags of handmade blankets arrive, get picked up, and off
they go to provide comfort to a child, distributed via a hospital, police or fire department
or a social service agency. Did you know that
Trinity has been a “drop-off site” for Project
Linus more than 12 years? Project Linus is a
national organization with chapters throughout the country. Their mission is to provide love,
a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created
by volunteer “blanketeers.”

No, I have never had to flee to protect my life. During my years of mission service here in Central
America, I have been privileged to walk beside
people working for justice, even at great risk to their
safety. In recent months, I have been able to accompany some of those who fled to Costa Rica. I
am grateful for the prayers and gifts that make it
possible for me to be here at this time. With your
ongoing help, I will be able to continue in this service of accompaniment. Evelin and Arturo, together
with their children, also say thank you.

Mary Bryan, a retired Linden Waldorf School
teacher, made 24 blankets in 2 months, and she
delivered the finished blankets in March with
the wonderful assistance of her grandson.
Those blankets have been picked up by the
Project Linus coordinators, will be sorted at a
workday and distributed to children throughout Middle Tennessee. If you’d like more information,
you
can
explore
on
www.projectlinus.org
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WHY DO WE HAVE BOTH PASSION
AND PALM SUNDAY?
Passion / Palm Sunday begins Holy Week, a time
in the church year when we remember how Christ
gave his life in love for the world. As this service
opens, the crowd waves palm branches, wanting
to crown Jesus as king. But as the story of the passion unfolds, their shouts of praise turn to demands
for his crucifixion; he receives a crown of thorns as
he is handed over to be mocked and killed.
The question is frequently asked, Why combine the
passion and the palms?
First, it is in accord with historical tradition. Since
at least the fourth century, the focus on the first day
of Holy Week, or Great Week, has been the passion of Christ. After a palm processional, a Gospel
passion narrative has been read. W estern
churches have kept the first day of Holy Week by
concentrating on both the glory and the passion of
Christ, recalling both the passion and the palms.
…
Pastoral values result from combining the passion
and the palms. Many people simply do not attend
worship on Good Friday. The result is that, for them,
there is a distortion in the story. A story that skips
from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem to Jesus’
resurrection from the dead evades the question,
What happened in between? If we leap from Palm
Sunday’s “Hosannas” to Easter Day’s “Hallelujahs”
we overlook the pivotal event of Christ’s suffering
and death on the cross. The journey to Jerusalem
has the cross as its goal, and the cross needs to
be kept in sight even during the triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. Where the long tradition of reading the
whole passion narrative on Passion/Palm Sunday
is appropriated, congregations have found the value
of hearing the entire passion story. …
The most important reason for combining the passion and the psalms is the relationship between the
death and the resurrection of Jesus. To understand
the resurrection, we must contemplate the passion
of Jesus. Long, careful meditation upon the mystery of the cross must precede the glorious message of Easter.
On the one hand, an oversimplified theology of glory
can undervalue death by implying that it is merely a
stepping-stone on the path to resurrection. Therefore, in order to experience resurrection, one simply dies, and on dying will automatically ascend from
the grave to glory. On the other hand, an oversimplified theology of the cross can overvalue death as
a “work,” by implying that resurrection is merely a 11

consequence of the passion; therefore, if one suffers and dies for the faith, one will have earned resurrection. Instead, the cross and resurrection must
be held together theologically. The extent to which
we understand the resurrection of Jesus will be
determined by our understanding of his passion.
Thus, the palm procession with ringing Hosannas
symbolically foreshadows the Hallelujahs of God’s
promised future when the risen Jesus will lead his
people into a new Jerusalem. Interwoven with such
liturgical experiences are the stories of the passion
of Christ. Thus, the eight-day week from Passion/
Palm Sunday to Easter Day is framed by resurrection and death on one side, and death and resurrection on the other.
The need to affirm, as Holy Week begins, the inseparable relationship between the death and the
resurrection of Jesus is precisely the reason the
passion of Christ and the palms are linked together
as Passion/Palm Sunday.

A possible illustration of Palm Sunday from a temple
in China (683-770).
Source: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/passion-and-palmsunday/

